2009 Duke Spirituality & Health Research Class (August)
Lourdes I. Morales Alejandro, Ph.D. Lourdes’ educational background is in social work,
and the doctoral degree is in education with concentration in administration and
supervision of schools. His professional experience is in clinical social work, school and
social agency administration, and professor in privates and public universities in Puerto
Rico. Since 2003, has been an assistant professor at the Department of SocialWork at the
University of Puerto Rico in San Juan. His research interest is in spirituality in children
and adolescents. He submitted a research proposal about this theme to the university and
was approved for five years. The research will begin on August 2009. Email: lourdes.moralesalejandro@uprrp.edu.
Shiquina Andrews, M.S. Shiquina is a doctoral student at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham in the Medical/Clinical Psychology program. She has participated in prior research
in the area of coping and adjustment in medical populations. However, her principal research
interest is investigating the role of religion/spirituality in mental and physical health. Her prior
research in this area involved investigating God-centered locus of control and religious problemsolving style as predictors of attitudes toward psychological help-seeking. She is also interested
in investigating relationships between spirituality and preventative health, health services
utilization, and quality of life. E-mail: shiquina.andrews@gmail.com.
Jean Andriamananaivo, M.D. Jean is a psychiatrist who does part-time work in a hospital
(Psychiatre des hopitaux) and part-time work in private practice, near Hyeres, France.
He has particular interests in psychiatry and spirituality for many years, and has done
research on depression in religious communities in the Rhone Alpes region of France.
He has also created a reflection group about psychiatry and spirituality in Toulon, and
organized numerous meetings on spirituality, forgiveness, suffering. Jean plans to
conduct a survey about spirituality and suicide in an emergency ward of a general
hospital, and intends to apply for a grant from he French government in January 2010. Email: drandria_cabpsy@yahoo.fr.
Dr. Alex E. Asakitikpi. Dr. Asakitikpi obtained his B.A and M.A degrees in Archaeology
and Anthropology in the early 1990s from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, and an M.Sc
and Ph.D in Sociology from the same university. He was a staff in the Department of
Archaeology and Anthropology of the University of Ibadan, where he taught
Anthropology from 1996 to 2006. He is currently a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
Sociology at Covenant University, Nigeria. His research interests include maternal and
child health; the socio-cultural context of HIV/AIDS; the patient-doctor relationship; and
health care policies in Africa. E-mail: alex.asak@yahoo.com.
Rev. Dr. Peter Barnes. Peter is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Human Sciences,
Counseling and Spirituality Division, Saint Paul University, where he is a certified
teaching supervisor in Clinical Pastoral Education as well as teaching courses in spiritual
care theory and practice. He also shares the teaching of an inter-professional course with
medical and nursing faculty at the University of Ottawa entitled “Death Made Visible,”

as well as participating in the preparation of research proposals in inter-professional
learning. E-mail: barnes555@rogers.com.
Priscilla Barnes. Priscilla is a doctoral student in the Interdisciplinary Health Sciences
Program at Western Michigan University (WMU). She earned her Bachelors of Science
in Biology (1993) and Masters of Public Health in Community Health Education (1998)
at Indiana University-Bloomington. Ms. Barnes has developed, implemented, and
evaluated health initiatives for the U.S. Air Force, the National Association of County
and City Health Officials, Calhoun County Public Health Department, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Her research interests are in public health and
faith community partnerships, public health systems and services research, and health
disparities. E-mail: pabarnes14@yahoo.com.
Margaret L. Blackmon, DMin. Margaret, a native North Carolinian, received a bachelor of Arts
degree in Chemistry from UNC-Chapel Hill and worked for 20 years as a pharmaceutical
analytical chemist. She earned a Master of Divinity degree at Shaw Divinity School in Raleigh,
North Carolina and a Doctor of Ministry degree at Hood Theological Seminary in Salisbury,
North Carolina. Ordained by the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, she has served as
pastor of eastern North Carolina congregations since 1993. She completed four units of CPE at
Pitt County Memorial Hospital. Her research interest is Christian pastoral care, spirituality and
wholeness. E-mail: drpearlnoir@yahoo.com.
Saul Boyarsky, M.D., J.D. Dr. Boyarsky left Duke as Professor of Urology, Director of
Rehabilitation and assistant professor of physiology after organizing the Urodynamics Research
Society in 1970 to become Chairman of Genitourinary Surgery and Professor of Bioengineering
at Washington University in St. Louis. Consultant to NIH, VA, FDA, drug and device industries.
He practiced urology from 1958-63 in New York. In St. Louis he joined the Interfaith Breakfast
Dialogue Group for 17 years, joined its Lifelong Learning Institute and retired to St. Louis
University as clinical professor. Teaching Passions: medical theology, science and religion,
comparative religion, academic integrity, intergenerational peer learning. E-mail:
saulboyarsky@gmail.com.
Dorine Brand, BS, MPH. Dorine is a full-time doctoral student in Community Health at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, has a bachelor of science in Community Health and
a master of public health from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and Chicago
campuses respectively. Her research focuses on the role of the African American church as a
change agent for health. Dorine has served as project managers for NIH grants focusing on
health disparities within the African American community and a university wellness center
director. Her plans are to develop behavior strategies utilizing faith-based institutes within the
African American population to decrease health disparities. E-mail: dbrand5@illinois.edu
Kevin R. Byrd, Ph.D. Dr. Byrd was full Professor at the University of Nebraska at Kearney,
where he taught from 1990 - 2003. His research focus has been on the correspondence between
measures of religiousness and subjective well-being/mental health. He moved to Athens, Ohio in
2003 and subsequently took up private practice there for 5 years. This last year he served as
interim Director for the Psychology and Social Work Clinic at Ohio University. He is interested

in obtaining external support for research in translating spirituality and health research into
practice with clergy and health professionals. E-mail: byrdk@ohio.edu.
Elizabeth (Beth) Carr AP, MS. Beth is a Board Certified Acupuncture Physician in private
practice in Naples, FL. She specializes in Japanese acupuncture, Colorpuncture and injection
therapy. Most of her patients have chronic pain, systemic illnesses or undiagnosable diseases.
Her diagnostic tools include Konstantine Korotkov’s Kirlian camera. Elizabeth has volunteered
for 9 years with the MS Home Wellness Program. In 2006 The Peter Mandel Foundation for
Esogetic Medicine awarded her for her 5 year research on the efficacy of Colorpuncture for MS
symptoms. She studies Colorpuncture in the US, Germany and Switzerland and teaches
Colorpuncture classes in the US. E-mail: light2enlight@aol.com.
Jane Casey, MD. I am a Consultant Psychiatrist, specialising in Old Age Psychiatry, employed
for the last 6 years at the Auckland District Health Board, as a specialist in the Mental Health
Service for Older People. I worked in Canterbury Hospitals in New Zealand for 10 years prior to
this, as a Consultant Psychiatrist and Psychogeriatrician and Senior Psychogeriatric Registrar. I
worked for 4 years as the Senior Lecturer in old age psychiatry for the University of Otago. I
obtained my MBChB from the University of Auckland in 1986; I am Fellow of the Royal
Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (FRANZCP) since 1993 and a Member of
the Faculty of Psychiatry of Old Age from 1999. In my time under the mentorship of Professor
Peter Joyce at the Christchurch Medical School my primary role was the designer and
coordinator of a post-graduate diploma in the psychology and psychiatry of the elderly and the
coordinator of the then new curriculum for 4th year medical students. I also published in
personality disorder in the elderly and depression in the elderly during that period. My goals in
attending this workshop are to broaden my knowledge, rejuvenate my research interests, and
develop the tools to incorporate spiritual assessment and understanding into clinical practice.
jcasey@adhb.govt.nz.
Margaret Chandlee, PhD, MS, is a Research Assistant at the Office for the Study of Aging in the
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of South Carolina, Arnold
School of Public Health. Her research interests include aging, social determinants of health, and
the relationship between faith, health and quality of life among older adults. Currently, she is a
working on the project, Understanding Social and Personal Aspects of Faith and Practice
Related to Health, which is supported by Duke University and the John Templeton Foundation.
She is planning on developing a survey instrument for her dissertation using findings from this
project. E-mail: chandlmj@mailbox.sc.edu.
Kimberly S. Clay, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.S.W., is an Assistant Professor at the University of Georgia,
School of Social Work. Her program of research is comprised of two complementary lines of
work: (1) the assessment of cancer-related quality of life and survival disparities among older
adults from racially/ethnically diverse populations, and (2) implementation and evaluation of
spiritually-based behavioral interventions to improve cancer outcomes, survivorship, and
symptom control for the aging. Dr. Clay has authored several articles examining spirituality and
quality of life outcomes in cancer survivors, and has made several professional presentations on
her research. Her publications appear in Cancer Control, Health Services Research and
International Journal of Older People Nursing. E-mail: ksclay@uga.edu.

Preston Allen Collier, Jr., Ph.D. Preston earned his Ph.D. in Health Services Management from
LaSalle University in LA. He earned his BA and MBA from Marshall University in WV. He is
currently working toward a Ph.D. in Pastoral Ministry through Trinity Theological Seminary in
Newburgh, IN. Preston is employed as a Cardiovascular Representative with Merck/ScheringPlough Pharmaceuticals and a member of the American College of Cardiology. He is an
Authorized Lay Pastor and Ordained Elder with the Presbyterian Church, USA. He also serves
as a Chaplain for the International Order of St. Luke the Physician. Preston is a member of the
Board of Advisors and an Adjunct Professor for Marshall Community and Technical College. Email: pac4587@aol.com.
Michael De La Cruz. Michael is Principal Investigator at Ben Franklin Esoteric Labs. He
studied Theoretical Biology, Physics, and Engineering Management at WPI. His investigatory
work for the last 10 years is in the new area of the anatomy and physiology of the soul, shared
soul/body organs, and, trauma psychology; most recently, foundation principles and methods for
investigation, modeling and prediction. His work experience spans spiritual healing, architecture
and historic building renovation, early Apple Mac computer R & D, early electric robot use in
the US, alternative theories of tissue growth and evolution. He has published engineering R & D,
and, computer modeling and simulation conference papers. He holds patents related to early
personal computer development. E-mail: Mike@FranklinBlock.com
Gregory K. Ellis, MDiv, BCC. Greg serves as Administrative Director for Pastoral Care at
Florida Hospital in Orlando, FL. An ordained minister in the Seventh-day Adventist church,
Greg has served for 10 years in church ministry and 14 years in chaplaincy ministry. He holds a
Master of Divinity degree from Andrews University, and is a Board Certified Chaplain with the
Association of Professional Chaplains. He and his wife, Jeanine, a registered nurse, have a son,
Tyler, who is 19. E-mail: Greg.Ellis@flhosp.org.
James E. Florence, DrPH, MPH, CHES. Dr. Florence is Associate Professor and Interim Chair
of the Department of Community Health at East Tennessee State University’s College of Public
Health in Johnson City, Tennessee. He teaches a variety of community and public health courses
and conducts research in rural and community health intervention effectiveness, along with
community-based participatory research in areas of targeted need and interest to local
communities. His doctoral dissertation, examining health status and practices of ministers, began
in him a long-standing interest in the relationship between spirituality and health. E-mail:
FLORENCE@mail.etsu.edu.
Daniel F. Gallego, M.D. Dr. Gallego was born in Colombia, South America, where he obtained a
medical degree from the University of Antioquia. After a clerkship in medical anthropology and
psychiatry at Harvard Medical School in 2004, he worked at the Liberian Refugee Camp Clinic
in Ghana for four and a half years, where he provided primary care to the refugee community
and coordinated public health and research activities including a nutrition program. His main
area of interest is integrative medicine, in particular the understanding and creation of strategies
for the intersection between public health and spirituality/religion. He is currently a member of
the Critical Medical Anthropology Research Group, affiliated with the Center for Social
Studies at the National University, Colombia. E-mail: danielfgallego@yahoo.es.

Blake A. Gibson. Blake is pursuing a B.S. in Biomedical Science (University Honors Scholar)
and a B.A. in Spanish Language, Literature, and Culture from Colorado State University. His
background includes continued work as a Promotor for the Migrant Worker Council of Montana
and as a research assistant under Dr. Douglas Ishii Ph.D, exploring the link between Alzheimers
disease/dementia and diabetes. His research interests include the intersection between faith and
medicine in our healthcare delivery system. He is currently working to start a regional dialogue
with health care providers, ministers and lawmakers on this subject. His future plans are to apply
to medical school. E-mail: bgibson@rams.colostate.edu.
Rosanne B. Hanratty. Rosanne has a Master in Science in Public Health and has done graduate
work in sociology and theology. She has extensive experience in ministry to elders and people
with disabilities in a number of settings. Currently she is enrolled in a Master’s program in
Religious Studies and is the Pastoral Care Coordinator at a for-profit nursing home in Ellicott
City, Md. Her research interests are spirituality and aging, specifically spirituality and dementia.
E-mail: owendog1@comcast.net.
Elahe Hessamfar. I have a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from University of Kansas, a
M.S. degree in Computer Science from George Washington University, and a M.A. degree in
Biblical Studies from Reformed Theological Seminary. In my last position I was the Senior Vice
President and Chief Technology Officer for Dun & Bradstreet Corporation, with responsibility
for strategy formulation and management of all Information Systems and technology
infrastructure around the globe. Dun & Bradstreet is the provider of the largest and most
prominent Business Information Databases globally. I stopped working in 2000, in order to care
for my daughter, when she was hit with mental illness as a result of a religious experience. I am
interested to pursue a Ph.D. research focusing on the relationship of mental illness and religious
experiences. E-mail: elahe@hessamfar.com.
David K. Hormenoo, Ph.D.. David is currently a CPE Supervisor at the Duke University
Medical Center in Durham, NC. He is an ordained Baptist minister from Ghana, West Africa
affiliated with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. He earned his Master of Divinity with
Biblical Languages (MDivBL), Master of Arts in Religious Education (MARE) and a Doctoral
degree in Pastoral Care and Counseling (PhD) from the Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He completed two years of CPE Residency at the Baylor
University Medical Center in Dallas and worked as a Staff Chaplain for three years before going
into CPE Supervisory Training at the Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas. He is a
certified CPE Supervisor with the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education, Inc. His interests
are in cultural, multi-cultural, and cross-cultural pastoral education and pastoral research and
writing. E-mail: david.hormenoo@duke.edu.
Marilyn Hawke, BS, MA, MBA. Marilyn obtained a BS in biology from the University of Santa
Clara, a masters in the History of Science & Medicine from the University of Chicago, and an
MBA from San Jose State University. She has been working in marketing at three high tech
corporations - Apple, Oracle, and Sun Microsystems, launching new products and programs, and
deploying change management. Currently, she is a consultant in Six Sigma quality
methodology. Marilyn is interested in gaining a better understanding of the connection between

science and spirituality, medicine and research over the last 200 years. She is expanding her
knowledge of the evidence and metrics for role of spirituality in health. E-mail:
marilynmc99@yahoo.com.
Monica Y Jones, MS. Monica is a Counseling Psychology Doctoral Candidate at Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) with research interests including religiosity/spirituality, health
behaviors, and community programming. She is employed by a community mental health
center, VABODE, conducting psychological testing with children, adolescents, and adults, in
addition to performing out-patient individual and family therapy. She works with the Baptist
General Convention of Virginia as the Assistant Program Evaluator for the SPICES health
education program which focuses on religious communities in Central Virginia. She is also an
adjunct faculty member in the psychology department of John Tyler Community College. Email: myjones@vcu.edu.
Solomon Kendagor, M.Div., Ph.D. Dr. Kendagor is a chaplain at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St.
Louis. He teaches one course at Washington University School of Medicine on Major Traditional
Religion, introduction to the role of religion and faith in the practice of medicine. He is also a
part time City Director for International Students, Inc., meeting spiritual needs of International
Students and Scholars. He is a graduate of University of Pretoria (Ph. D in Practical Theology),
Covenant Theological Seminary (Th. M.), Columbia International University (M. Div) and
University of Missouri-St. Louis (Ed. M. in Counseling). Interest: research tools on spirituality,
theology and medicine. E-mail: skk6720@bjc.org.
Carol McAninch-Pritz, D.Min. I am the Manager for Clinical Pastoral Education at The
Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas where I have served since September, 2008. I am a
Certified Supervisor with the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education. Before joining the
Methodist staff, I was a Chaplain Educator at Banner Good Samaritan Medical Center, Phoenix,
AZ. I am an ordained minister with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). I became
interested in research while working on my D.Min at New York Theological Seminary. My
demonstration project involved educating hospital staff about the importance of the spiritual
needs of patients as a way to improve their use of the Spiritual Care Department in the care plans
for patients. E-mail: CMcaninchPritz@tmhs.org.
Thomas J. McCaffrey, MBA. Mr. McCaffrey has had an extensive business career, spanning
over a 35 years time frame. During that period, he served as a Partner in the strategic
management consulting firm, McKinsey and Company, an investment banker at Merrill Lynch,
and a senior executive at Chase Bank and the Exelon Corporation. Following that experience, he
ran a horse ranch in Sisters Oregon for three years. Currently, he has embarked upon a new
career, and is pursuing a Doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology. Over the years, he has been
active in a number of a number of not-for-profit organizations, primarily in areas dealing with
the environment, inner city youth, and substance abuse. He is interested in the intersection
between spirituality and psychology, most particularly as it relates to the use of spiritual belief
systems in the therapeutic process. He is a graduate of Yale University and the Harvard Business
School, and currently resides in Chicago, Illinois. E-mail: tjmccaffrey3@comcast.net.

James McGee, BCC, LCSW. I am a board certified chaplain, licensed clinical social worker, and
a folk musician who integrates spirituality, psychological therapy, and expressive music to foster
therapeutic/spiritual development for all ages at Our Lady of Peace, a psychiatric hospital in
Louisville, KY. My research interest is in documenting what adolescents find helpful in the
combined approach of therapeutic songwriting and pastoral counseling. I also want to measure
unique outcomes I observe in therapeutic worship services at the hospital. I am an ordained
minister in the Presbyterian Church USA. My education includes a M.Div., MSW, and a MA in
Folklore from UNC Chapel Hill. E-mail: James.McGee@jhsmh.org.
Jocelyn S. McGee, MSG, PhD. Dr. McGee is the Coordinator for the Home Based Primary Care
(HBPC) Mental Health Initiative through the Office of Mental Health Services, Psychotherapy
and Psychogeriatrics Section, VA Central Office. She is an Assistant Professor at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior. Ph.D. in Clinical
Psychology was attained at Fuller Theological Seminary (2002). Predoctoral Internship was
completed at the Palo Alto VA. Postdoctoral Fellowships were received in Clinical
Neuropsychology (Baylor College of Medicine) and in Geriatric Research (Palo Alto
VA/Stanford University Aging Treatment Studies Program). Additionally, an M.S. in
Gerontology was attained at the Institute of Gerontological Studies-Baylor University (1995).
Current research includes: (1) a pilot project aimed at developing a cognitive-behaviorally
oriented telephone-based intervention, for family members of persons with COPD, who reside in
rural or geographically isolated areas; and (2) the development of a spiritually based model of
care for older adults residing in long-term care settings. E-mail: Jocelyn.McGee@va.gov.
Denise A. Miner-Williams, RN, PhD, CHPN. Dr Miner-Williams is a geriatrics research fellow
with South Texas Veterans Healthcare System, and has completed a Palliative Care post-doctoral
fellowship with the same institution. As a retired Army Nurse Corps officer she has a wealth of
experience in multiple clinical and administrative arenas. Her current clinical work is in
palliative care, in which she is board certified in hospice and palliative nursing, and working
with family caregivers. Her research focus is on a confluence of the issues of family caregivers,
spirituality in relationships, and stress management. She lives in San Antonio, is married, and has
three children. E-mail: MINERWILLI@uthscsa.edu.
Valerie U. Oji, Pharm.D., BCPP. Dr. Oji is Assistant Professor, Department of Clinical &
Administrative Pharmacy Sciences, Howard University College of Pharmacy, Nursing, & Allied
Health Sciences in Washington, D.C. She is a registered pharmacist (United States and overseas)
with 22 years professional experience. She is a board certified Psychiatric/Neurologic Pharmacist
with post-doctoral residency training in psychiatric pharmacy practice from University of Texas
Health Science Center, San Antonio. She has graduate training in Biblical Framework Counseling
from the College of Biblical Studies, Houston, Texas. She is a founding member of the College of
Psychiatric and Neurologic Pharmacists (CPNP). E-mail: voji@Howard.edu.
Amy D. Owen, Ph.D.. Amy earned her Ph.D. in Educational Psychology and a second MS in
Counseling from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. For the past ten years, she has studied
forgiveness, as a therapeutic intervention, its impact, and its concept and process in various
cultures. She values interdisciplinary perspectives and has experience in quantitative and
qualitative methodologies. As 2009-2010 Post-Doctoral Fellow for the Center for Theology,
Spirituality, and Health, Dr. Owen looks forward to exploring the influence of forgiveness on

immune system functioning, meditation, what occurs in the body during spiritual experiences,
and the role of religious communities in health E-mail: amydowen@mac.com.
Lucy Pierre M.Div. Lucy received her B.S. degree in business from Southern University in New
Orleans and a Master of Divinity from Gammon Theological Seminary of I.T.C., Atlanta,
Georgia. She was the first African American female to be ordained in the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference of the United Methodist Church and has served in several churches as Senior Pastor,
Christian educator-consultant, curriculum writer for the Abingdon Press Publishers, as well as a
writer for the Civil Air Patrol Moral Leadership: Cadets and Instructor’s Manual (United States
Air Force). She received training in Clinical Pastoral Care (CPE) and is presently serving as
clinical Staff Chaplain at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center for the last 18 years. Her national
memberships include the Military Chaplain’s Association, the National Black Chaplains
Association of Veterans Affairs, Member of the Civil Air Patrol, Squadron #103. E-mail:
Lucy.Pierre@va.gov.
Holly Pope PhD, MSPH is a Research Associate at the Office for the Study of Aging in the
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of South Carolina, Arnold
School of Public Health. Her research interests include the relationship between faith and health
and quality of life among older adults, as well as qualitative research methods. Currently, she is a
Co-Investigator and Project Manager for Understanding Social and Personal Aspects of Faith
and Practice Related to Health, a project supported by Duke University and the John Templeton
Foundation. E-mail: hpope@mailbox.sc.edu.
Mgr. Miriam Prášilová. I am the Lutheran pastor of Evangelic Lutheran Church of Augsburg
confession in Slovakia. Prior to 2006, I ministered as the hospital chaplain at University Hospital
in Bratislava; since then I’ve worked at the National Oncology Institute, and serve as supervisor
for volunteers at the internal medicine department of St. Elisabeth Oncology hospital. I am also
now a PhD student of social work at St. Elisabeth University College of Health and Social work
in Slovakia. My research interest is to learn how to managing a research project and presenting
it. I want to learn how to use the tools for measuring spiritual needs and applying findings to
clinical practice. E-mail: miriam.prasilova@gmail.com.
Catherine Racine, MA. Catherine, with an MA in Counseling Psychology, is a Canadian feminist
counselor and writer working in community mental health. Her clinical practice is informed by
depth and Buddhist psychologies and her interest in spirituality and health. She has published on
mystical experience in Women and Therapy, and in 2008 published a memoir in the Journal of
the Association for Research on Mothering on the spiritual connection she shared with her
mother in the final months of her life. She plans to continue her educations towards a PhD.
Research interests include mystical and religious experience, Buddhism, story-telling, and grief
and loss. E-mail: cracine@telus.net.
Priscilla Ramirez. Priscilla is currently a doctoral student at St. Mary’s University, San Antonio,
Texas. She holds a Masters degree in Community Counseling from St. Mary’s University and is
working towards obtaining her license as a professional counselor. Priscilla currently works as a
counselor in geriatrics at a rehabilitation center and also at a local church working with families
and adolescents. Priscilla volunteers her time as a Spiritual Director in many youth and young

adult retreats. She has volunteered in the development of the Universidad Evangelica
Nicaraguense & Escuela de Postgrado en Teologia y Consejeria Profesional in Caracas,
Venezuela (a dual Masters degree program in Theology and Counseling). Priscilla research
interest is in learning how to measure spirituality and applying it to different populations and
demographics. E-mail: priscilla93@juno.com.
SoonHee Roh. SoonHee is a Ph.D candidate of Silver School of Social Work at New York
University and works a psychiatric social worker at Elmhurst hospital center. Her both MSW are
from Hunter College of City University of New York and SoongSil University in Korea. Also,
she holds M.Div degree from Alliance Theological Seminary at Nyack of New York. She taught
social work introduction, casework, social work research and child welfare as an adjunct
professor in Korea. Currently, she is a Hartford doctoral fellow and working on her dissertation.
Her dissertation title is the impact of religion, spirituality, and social support on depression and
life satisfaction among Korean immigrant older adults. E-mail: sr940@nyu.edu.
Jayaprakash (JP) Sabbithi, chaplain Pacific Health Ministries, Hawaii. JP has been a chaplain in
various clinical settings for twenty one years. Originally from India, now lives in Hawaii with
his wife and two children. JP earned his Doctorate in Pastoral Counseling from the Lutheran
School of Theology and did his clinical residency both in Chicago. Ordained in Lutheran
Church, a board certified chaplain, JP works for the Pacific Health Ministry, coordinating
Spiritual Care Ministry at the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Honolulu. JP has been a keen
observer of how people’s life styles are linked to their belief system and how it influences their
attitudes as they face suffering in their lives. E-mail: chaplainjp@hotmail.com.
Stephen Nezezon, M.D. After attending Catholic University of America and the University of
Wisconsin in Physics, I became involved in Eastern spirituality first with M.M. Yogi of TM and
later at the Himalayan Institute founded by Swami Rama. There I met Dr. Rudolph Ballentine, an
integrative psychiatrist combining the best of East and West in his work. He inspired me to go to
medical school and become a psychiatrist. I am board certified in general and addiction
psychiatry. I have done research on the non-drug treatment of hypertension and written on the
use of breath work in psychiatry. I now am the Chief of Psychiatry and Clinical Director of a
psychiatric hospital in a state prison in Pennsylvania. I would like to integrate some Eastern
approaches into my work there and research their effects in hopes of sharing the results with
other prison psychiatrists, e.g., meditation and hatha yoga for self-awareness and self-control. Email: snezezon@hughes.net.
Brant. VanOrman, Ph.D. Dr. VanOrman completed his Doctor of Psychology degree at Wheaton
College in Wheaton Illinois. For the last 10 years, he has served as a staff psychologist at Pine
Rest and, for the last two, as Training Director for Pine Rest's pre-doctoral psychology
internship. This internship provides generalist training for clinical and counseling psychologists,
with specialized training in the assessment of spirituality and, when appropriate, utilization of
spirituality in treatment. Current research interests include determining optimal ways to assess
and utilize spirituality in treatment across a spectrum of service (ie. inpatient, residential, and
outpatient)--and training future clinicians in doing the same. E-mail:
Brant.VanOrman@PineRest.org.

Eric Y. Yang, PhD. Dr. Liu received his Ph.D. in sociology in April 2009. His research interests
include comparative sociology, religion, health, crime/deviance, Asian ethnicity, communist
societies, and social science research methods. His article entitled "Beyond the West: Religiosity
and the Sense of Mastery in Modern Taiwan" will be published by the Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion soon. Currently, Dr. Liu has been working on several projects examining the
links between religious involvement and psychological well-being in Taiwan and mainland
China. Beginning in Fall 2009, he will work as a John-Templeton post-doc fellow for the
Institute for Studies of Religion at Baylor University. E-mail: Eric_Liu@baylor.edu.

