
2015 Duke Spirituality & Health Research Class 

 

Doaa Almostadi, RN, Ph.D. candidate.   Doaa is in a Ph.D. program in nursing at the University 

of South Florida, Tampa.  Her dissertation topic is the relationship between death distress and 

overall wellbeing and beneficial health outcomes which may be influenced by oncology patients 

who practice religiosity or spirituality in their daily lives.  She will be comparing the illness-

related outcomes influenced by religious beliefs and practices of Muslim patients in Saudi 

Arabia with Christian patients in the United States.  E-mail: dalmosta@health.usf.edu.   

 

Marilyn Aref, BA.   Marilyn recently completed and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

psychology from Saint Leo University in Florida on October 2014.  I feel honored to have 

received this degree with the highest distinction of summa cum laude.  Much of the classes I 

selected touched on areas of family psychology, health, and religion. More than anything, the 

knowledge gave me an insight into the diversity of mankind and the hierarchy of social need. 

This desire formed the very foundation of my belief that it is now the right time to gain further 

knowledge and learn about how religion, spirituality, and health are intertwined.   E-mail: 

maref@arefcointernational.com.  

 

Servin Assari, M.D., MPH.  Shervin Assari MD/MPH is a research faculty at Department of 

Psychiatry, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. As a health disparity researcher, he uses 

advanced statistical techniques to understand how race, ethnicity, gender, and place moderate the 

additive and multiplicative effects of protective (i.e. religiosity) and risk factors on depression 

and cardiovascular disease. Assari has authored more than 100 manuscripts in PubMed and is the 

Associate Editor of Frontiers in Psychiatry. He sits on the Board of Directors of American 

College of Epidemiology (ACE) and American Academy of Health Behaviors 

(AAHB) where he chairs the Associate Members and Membership committees, respectively. 

 E-mail: assari@umich.edu. 

 

Lisa L. Boss, Ph.D., RN.  I received a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing in 1997 from The 

University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. In 2004, I received a Master’s of Science in 

Nursing as an Adult Clinical Nurse Specialist; in 2006 I received a post-master’s certificate in 

Nursing Leadership; in 2013 I received a PhD in Nursing from The University of Texas Health 

Science Center at Houston. I am currently an Assistant Professor at The University of Texas 

Health Science Center at Houston.  As a clinician in the Texas Medical Center, I have gained 

extensive experience working with the rapidly aging population for 15 years. My primary goal is 

to investigate factors associated with better cognitive health outcomes so that I can develop 

effective interventions for improving quality of life for disadvantaged elderly individuals.  E-

mail:  Lisa.Boss@uth.tmc.edu.  

 

Jeffrey L.  Boss.  Email: boss001@gannon.edu.   

 

Nathan A. Boucher, PA-C, MS, MPA, CPHQ, DrPH.  Nathan will be a Post-doctoral fellow at 

VAMC/GRECC and a Senior Fellow at the Duke Center for the Study of Aging. He will be 

awarded a Doctor of Public Health from SUNY-Downstate, School of Public Health in August. 

He has training in both quantitative and qualitative research. Nathan’s dissertation examined how 

Hispanic cultural characteristics influence attitudes/intentions towards end-of-life decision 
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among 51 older Dominicans and Puerto Ricans in E. Harlem. Employing mixed methods, Nathan 

would like to help characterize the area’s older African-American VA consumers’ opinions 

regarding religious/spiritual needs and how the VA is meeting them.  E-mail:  

nateboucher@yahoo.com.  

 

Curtis Climer, M.D., M.S.  I am a primary care general internist who has worked in rural settings 

for most of my career: 5 years with the US Public Health Service, 21 years in private practice, 

and now 3 years of corporate private practice. I have backgrounds in biology and mathematics as 

an undergraduate, have a Masters degree in Counseling, Psychology, and General Science bench 

research. My current interests are in what I call Spiritual Public Health. Also, we are in the pilot 

phase of developing a mic'd room with external scribe as a research project in rural practice. I 

have a special interest in Jungian psychology.  E-mail: curtisclimer@gmail.com.   

 

Mary Lynn Dell, M.D., MTS, ThM, DMin.  Dr. Dell is a bivocational academic psychiatrist and 

clergywoman in the Episcopal Church USA.  She serves as Director of Psychosomatic Medicine 

and Professor of Clinical Psychiatry and Pediatrics at Nationwide Children’s Hospital and The 

Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio.  She is founding chair and current co-chair of the 

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Religion and Spirituality Committee, 

and Secretary-Treasurer of the American Psychiatric Association Caucus on Religion and 

Spirituality. Her academic interests are the psychiatric aspects of medically ill children, 

adolescents, and young adults; religion and spirituality in medicine and psychiatry; and bioethics. 

She also serves as Priest Associate at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Columbus, Ohio. 

E-mail: mary.dell@nationwidechildrens.org.  

 

Beryl Dennis, MBA, MDiv.   I am a Doctor of Ministry student at Wesley Theological Seminary 

in Washington DC, in the Soul Care track. I am interested in researching issues at the 

intersection of Spiritual Care and Health Care, and I would like to attend the Summer Research 

Workshop to learn how to design research in this field and discuss possible themes for my 

doctoral dissertation.  In addition to a Masters of Divinity, I hold an MBA in Management and 

Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Corporate Compliance. I am an ordained minister through the 

American Baptist Churches USA, and work as a paralegal in healthcare law. E-mail: 

beryldennis@hotmail.com. 

 

Donald J. Ebel, Ph.D.   I am currently an associate professor and the director of both the Aging 

Studies Program and the Chesley Center on Aging at Minnesota State University, Mankato.  I 

received a PhD in Sociology from Duke University and a MA in Gerontology from the 

University of Southern California.  My current research focus is upon the intersection of aging 

and spirituality, particularly relating to Gerotranscendence.  I am most interested in 

understanding social conditions that enhance or restrict the Gerotranscendence process among 

older adults.  I work primarily in qualitative methods but have training in ordinal and logistic 

regression as well as multi-level modeling.   E-mail: donald.ebel@mnsu.edu.   

 

R. Neil Farrar, M.Div, D.Min candidate.   My background includes over ten years in the military 

as a combat aircrewman during the Cold War.  I was ordained in 2004.  My education includes: 

Master of Divinity: Chaplaincy; MA Pastoral Counseling; and I am currently working on a 

Graduate Certificate in Military Resilience.  I started a DMin program in the fall of 2014.  The 
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title for my Project is, “The Role of Faith and Spirituality in Healing and Resilience-building for 

US Military Veterans Suffering from Moral Injury.”  In 2013, I pioneered a faith based non-

profit: Operation Resilient Hope (ORH).  We work exclusively with veterans.  My current 

research interest is to offer spiritual care and hope for veterans suffering with Moral Injury. E-

mail: Neil@neilfarrar.org.  

 

Chad Federwitz, MA.  I am currently the Life Enrichment Director and Chaplain at Balfour 

Cherrywood Village a memory care community serving 52 adults with Alzheimer’s in 

Louisville, CO.  I obtained my bachelor of arts in Philosophy from the University of Wisconsin – 

Stevens Point, Master of Arts in Religious Studies from Naropa University, and am currently 

working on a Master of Arts in Gerontology from the University of Northern Colorado -Greeley.   

I work with Naropa University in hosting chaplain interns in what chaplaincy can be in a 

memory care community.  I am interested in what spiritual care looks like for older adults who 

have memory loss, and live in community settings. E-mail: cfederwitz@gmail.com.    

Theresa Galan-Bruce, LMSW, MA (Theology).  Licensed social worker holding Master degrees 

from the University of Texas at San Antonio, and Oblate School of Theology (OST), currently 

pursuing a Doctor of Ministry in Spirituality at OST.  Practice experience comprised of working 

with the following groups; homeless, formerly incarcerated, and those with co-occurring mental 

health and substance abuse disorders.  Research interests include exploring the relationship 

between spirituality and social work, the ethical aspect of incorporating spirituality in social 

work education, mindfulness based therapies as treatment modality, holistic interventions for at 

risk youth, and the ternary relationships between a persons’ God image, and their psychological 

and spiritual health.  E-mail: tgalan-bruce@ost.edu. 

James Grossman, MA.  After a 20-plus year career in writing, marketing communications, and 

organizational development, I went back to school at St. Catherine University and earned an 

M.A. degree in Theology (concentration: spiritual direction; practicum: zen).  For nearly 10-

years now I have worked in hospice as a spiritual counselor and bereavement support provider. I 

am currently a student in the human and organizational development doctoral program at 

Fielding Graduate University. It is early in my doctoral program so I have not yet formulated a 

specific dissertation or research topic. My interest continues to be in the broad field of 

spirituality and health and it is from that arena that my dissertation and research will develop.  E-

mail: jmgrossman@email.fielding.edu. 

 

Donna Hale, Ph.D.  Donna Hale, ordained minister, serves as Community Chaplain.   Her 

graduate degrees are from Michigan State University (Social Science and Criminal Justice).  

Donna’s Masters of Divinity is from Lancaster Theological Seminary.  Her Chaplain Residency 

was at Milton S. Hershey Medical Center.  She attended Columbia University’s Narrative 

Medicine workshop; and, is a Spiritual Director (Oasis Ministry Program).  Donna is certified as 

facilitator for both SoulCollage, and Mandala Assessment Research Instrument (M.A.R.I.).  

Donna wants to conduct qualitative research examining how narrative medicine and healing art--

as components of the patients’ spiritual assessment (e.g., FICA)--contributes to patients’ medical 

treatment protocols.   E-mail: Donna@1stuccofcarlisle.org.   
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Pamela Hallmark, MA.   I was an accountant for 20 years and changed my life direction in 

response to a spiritual calling to healthcare chaplaincy.  I received my BA in Comparative 

Religion from University of Washington, and my MA in Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care from 

Seminary of the Southwest (SSW) in Austin, Texas, during which time my covert decades-long 

desire to engage in research ignited.  During my final year at SSW, I took a Research Methods 

class to learn about the foundations of academic research. During the past two years, I have met 

regularly with Rev. Remington Johnson, MDiv., Manager of Chaplain Services at Heart Hospital 

of Austin and former conference attendee. Together, we have engaged in a comprehensive 

literature review in preparation for our own research endeavor.  E-mail: phallmark1@gmail.com.   

 

Patrick Hemming, M.D.  Patrick is completing a General Internal Medicine fellowship at Johns 

Hopkins University and will be joining the faculty in the Duke Division of General Internal 

Medicine, practicing ambulatory medicine at the Duke Outpatient Clinic.  He attended medical 

school at the University of Maryland and residency in Internal Medicine at Johns Hopkins 

Bayview Medical Center. He has completed the Johns Hopkins Faculty Development programs 

in Curriculum Development, where he helped design an interprofessional curriculum for medical 

residents and chaplain interns.  He has a Masters Degree in Public Health from the Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  E-mail: jhemmin3@jhmi.edu.    

 

Melissa Heustess, BA, MSW.  Melissa has a BA in sociology & social work from Elizabeth City 

State University (1997) and an MSW from East Carolina University in 2000.   Her health care 

experience has evolved from working as a claims processor with UNC Health Systems, leaping 

head-long into home health and hospice, APS and renal social work, to eventually becoming an 

Area Agency on Aging Administrator for Region R Council of Government in North Carolina. 

Over the years she has focused on being a competent professional with sound morals who values 

the positive impact we strive for while working with patients and families. As a result, a 

desirable foundation has been created in helping patients improve their quality of life through 

education, administration, and social work.  Melissa’s present focus is on acknowledging 

spiritual needs of patients, and their quality of life and death through creating CEU courses and 

presenting at community education events.  E-mail: mheustess@amitycarehospice.com.   

 

David Holder, M.D.  Dr. Holder is an adolescent medicine physician who hails from Brooklyn 

New York.  Dr Holder has a long interest in health and resilience in at-risk youth.  Following his 

undergraduate studies at City College in Harlem, David completed his medical training at 

Harvard Medical School and an MPH focusing on adolescent HIV prevention.  Following 

training in internal medicine at Boston City Hospital, Dr Holder completed a fellowship in 

adolescent medicine at Children’s Hospital Boston and there carried out the first quantitative 

study of adolescent spirituality and sexual activity.   Dr Holder currently serves as Director of 

Adolescent Services and Community Outreach and Programs at East Carolina, where he 

interfaces with community and university-based stakeholders toward investigations and 

programs in rural American youth.  E-mail: holderd@ecu.edu.      

 

Joseph R. Holtman, Jr., M.D., Ph.D.  Dr. Holtman is a Professor of Anesthesiology/Molecular 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics at Loyola University School of Medicine Chicago.  His clinical 

responsibilities are as Medical Director of the Pain Service.  He sees primarily chronic pain 

patients in the clinic.  He is involved in the education of pain fellows as Director of the Pain 
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Fellowship program and also teaches medical students and residents.  Research interests include 

the treatment of pain, in particular the management of cancer pain,  and the associated end of life 

issues.  He has been involved in both basic and clinical research studies.   E-mail: 

jholtman@lumc.edu.  

 

Monica R. Jackson, Ph.D. student.  I am a Howard University Counseling Psychology Ph.D. 

student, Graduate Student Research Assistant, and Directors of Health Promotion and Education 

summer intern with the Black Women’s Health Imperative. Work experience includes ministry, 

Chicago Area Health and Medical Careers Program intern, Educational Consultant with school 

systems nationwide, staff development, parent education trainer, and advocate for 

students/individuals with special needs, disabilities, and at-risk, in education, social services, and 

behavioral and mental health fields. Training includes crisis counseling, Chaplaincy/Clinical 

Pastoral Education, and National Alliance on Mental Illness facilitator. Research interests 

include global health, mental health, religious/spirituality practices, coping strategies, 

preventions/interventions, psychotherapy, and integrative health care.  E-mail:  

monica.jackson1@bison.howard.edu. 

 

Samuel Kennedy, MDiv.  Samuel was ordained in the Anglican Church of North America in 

2013 and currently serves in the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina as assisting clergy at the 

Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul in Charleston.   He also serves in the Pastoral Care 

Department of the Roper St. Francis Healthcare System as the chaplain to the palliative care 

home team.  Samuel’s undergraduate background is in Biology, and he is particularly interested 

in exploring the impact of chronic, unresolved shame on the human immune system, as well as 

developing evidence-based pastoral interventions targeting individuals’ experiences of shame. E-

mail: Samuel.Kennedy@RoperSaintFrancis.com. 

 

Chris Lea.  Chris is a sophomore at Duke this coming semester.   Last semester, Chris worked in 

a Neuropsychology lab exploring Traumatic Brain Injury and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in 

war veterans, and he would like to continue to explore different perspectives in various labs 

dealing with a variety of mental disorders. Also, as a Christian, Chris would like to incorporate 

religion into his passion for science, health, and medicine.  Being in the Cognitive Neuroscience 

and Law Focus last semester opened his eyes to mental illnesses such as psychopathy that do not 

have 100% effective treatments. Often, he wonders if there is another way 

involving manipulating behavior as opposed to actual brain function/neural circuits. In a similar 

way to how he might deal with stress through prayer, is it possible for a psychopath to have a 

spiritual connection that helps him or her prevent themselves from doing the things they know 

are wrong but have no emotional connection to? This is just one example of the many areas of 

interest Chris has acquired insight into in just one short semester at Duke.  E-mail: 

chris.lea@duke.edu.  

 

Sharon J.  MacKinnon, RN, FNP.  Sharon Joy MacKinnon is a family nurse practitioner and 

former faculty member of the School of Nursing at UNC Charlotte, as well as adjunct faculty in 

the graduate school of nursing at Queens University, Charlotte where she taught health care 

policy.  She is a doctoral candidate in Health Services Research at UNC Charlotte; along with 

her dissertation chair she has published a seminal article on the years of potential life lost to 

induced abortion in North Carolina.  Her research interest and dissertation focus is on the 
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association of religion with the contraceptive behavior of a nationally representative sample of 

women who have abortions.  E-mail:  sjmackin@uncc.edu.   

 

Saneta M. Maiko, Ph.D.  Saneta is a Research Chaplain with Indiana University Health.  He has 

a degree in theology (St. Paul’s university-Kenya), a master’s degree in pastoral psychology 

(Christian theological Seminary-Indianapolis), and a second master’s degree in organizational 

Leadership and supervision (Purdue University-Fort Wayne campus), and a Ph.D. in missiology 

(Concordia Theological Seminary).  While trained as a chaplain with 5 units of pastoral clinical 

education, Saneta is interested in studying chaplain effectiveness and impact on patient coping 

and recovery, and is planning a project that will examine patient and care-givers’ attitudes 

towards chaplaincy and how much they perceive chaplains help.  E-mail: smaiko@IUHealth.org.  

 

Barbara L. Markow.  I worked in New York as a Pennsylvania Licensed Psychologist, and as a 

North Carolina Licensed Psychological Associate.  While at Cherry Hospital, I loved teaching 

medical students and taught for several years at local colleges.  At a frequent rate, strangers ask 

me for directions.  Current efforts are directed to a vision of a legacy of "written directions" to 

enhanced health outcomes. Interested in physician patient relationships and neuroscience, and 

have additional interests and knowledge in heuristic research.  Life long study in mind-body-

spirit medicine began at 13.  Epigenetic influences to development came from farmers, soldiers, 

clergy, and physicians.   E-mail:  markowbhcc@yahoo.com.    

 

Donald McCown, PhD, MAMS, MSS, LSW.  I am an assistant professor in the public health 

department at West Chester University.  I received my PhD from Tilburg University 

(Netherlands) in Social Science; Master of Applied Meditation Studies from Won Institute of 

Graduate Studies, and Master of Social Service from Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of 

Social Work and Social Research, and am a Licensed Social Worker in Pennsylvania.   My area 

of expertise is mind-body medicine. I teach graduate and undergraduate courses in CAM, 

mindfulness, stress management, and mental health, and direct an undergraduate minor in 

contemplative studies. My central research interests surround clinical and educational uses of 

contemplative practices, with particular emphasis on their relational dimensions. I am currently 

interested in the tensions between secular and religious thought and language in the teaching of 

mindfulness-based interventions.  E-mail: DMcCown@wcupa.edu.  

 

Michele Lynn McGrady, Ph.D.  Michele is an Assistant Professor in the Integrative Holistic 

Health and Wellness program at Western Michigan University. She has been with the program 

since 2004, teaching full time since 2009. Michele earned her B.A. in Social Policy from 

Michigan State University, M.A. in Counseling from Heidelberg College, and Ph.D. in 

Counseling Psychology from Western Michigan University. In addition, she earned a graduate 

certificate in Integrative Holistic Health and Wellness. Michele’s research interests include: 

spiritual development, spiritual diversity (in particular with the LGBT community), spiritual self-

care, and spirituality in the classroom.  E-mail: michele.l.mcgrady@wmich.edu.     

 

Inna Mogilevskaya, MSW, Ph.D. candidate.  Inna received her Bachelor’s of Arts in Psychology 

and in Religious Studies in 2001 from New York University (NYU). In 2003 she received her 

Master’s in Social Work and in 2011 completed the Zelda Foster’s Post Master's Certificate 

Program in Palliative and End of Life Care at the NYU School of Social Work. Currently, Inna is 
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a doctoral student at the Stony Brook University, School of Social Welfare. She is interested in 

exploring oncology social workers’ levels of incorporating aspects of spiritual matters into their 

psycho-social assessments, and their degree of experience in conducting spiritual assessments.    

E-mail: inna_m@hotmail.com.    

 

David Moran, MS, MDiv.  Chaplain Moran was born in Koizumi Japan and raised as an Army 

Brat in a family that moved 23 times in 19 years following his father, an active duty Infantry 

Officer.  After graduating from Heidelberg High School, Heidelberg Germany in 1974, David 

attended Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL and graduated in 1978 with a BA. In 1986, he earned 

his MDiv from Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL. Since then, he has 

served on active duty as an US Army Chaplain and currently holds the rank of Colonel. Chaplain 

Moran also holds an MS in Community Counseling from Columbus State University, Columbus, 

GA, and a MS in Strategic Studies from the US Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, PA.  He is 

an ordained Bishop in the Church of God (Cleveland, TN) and married to his College 

Sweetheart, Cindy (Neal) Moran of Charlottesville, VA who together are the parents of two adult 

children. E-mail: david.moran2@socom.mil.  

 

Kimberly Murman, MDiv, MBA.  As director of spiritual care for Banner Desert/Cardon 

Children’s Medical Centers in Mesa, AZ since 2005, I am an ordained Presbyterian (USA) 

minister, a Board Certified Chaplain through APC and hold an MBA in Healthcare. As our 

department strives to become a chaplaincy care industry leader, we have instituted research 

literacy as a core part of the department by integrating of the APC Webinar Journal series led by 

George Fitchett. My research interests are primarily in the areas of addressing cultural needs, 

compassion resilience and the effect of addressing spiritual needs to increase self-esteem/value 

and worth. E-mail: Kimberly.Murman@bannerhealth.com. 

 

Rev. Philip L. Ololngojine, B.Div, M.A.  Philip is a PhD student at the Great Lakes University in 

Kisumu, Kenya, a private Christian university.  He is also an ordained church minister and 

associate pastor at Pioneer Community Church in Eldoret, Kenya.   He is also the chief clinical 

officer at Moi University Health Services  (a public university).   His research focuses on 

spiritual care in palliative care  at this university in the Tropical Institute of Community Health 

and Development.   E-mail: pngojine@gmail.com.   

 

Kim Palmer, M.Div.   After leaving a career in environmental engineering I earned a Master of 

Divinity then completed a chaplain residency at Emory University Hospital where I was 

subsequently retained as a PRN chaplain. In September I will begin a two-year fellowship as an 

oncology chaplain in a university research hospital in the southeast; the fellowship is to include 

clinical, research, and training components. My research interests have not yet come into focus 

although I have a deep interest in interfaith work and a curiosity about how chaplains can best 

provide spiritual care to those who may not view themselves as religious.  E-mail: 

kpalmer01@gmail.com. 

 

Camille Pincham-Jones.  My background is in Public Health which included employment in City 

Public Health in Boston, Massachusetts. In addition I am currently serving several congregations 

on a consultancy basis as a Congregational Health Minister/Wellness Coordinator.  I recently had 

the opportunity through a mission’s trip to South Africa to work with a congregation in South 
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Africa on creating a Health Ministry Program.  My training includes undergraduate studies in 

Elementary Education and Psychology and a minor in Spanish which included a semester long 

Study Abroad experience in Spain.  In addition, a Senior year group project resulted in a student 

run clinic called La Clinica Latina where we were honored to serve the migrant farm worker 

population which resulted in a published article on Consumer Health Services for Hispanics. My 

studies through The Boston Theological Institute Schools shaped my research interests in 

Congregational Health Ministry and the importance of this work in the Faith Community.  E-

mail: tendingthetemple@aol.com.   

 

Katherine  Ramos, MA, MEd.    I am 5th year Counseling Psychology Doctoral candidate from 

the University of Houston completing my clinical internship at the Durham VA Medical Center.  

I have a Master’s in Industrial Organizational Psychology in addition to a Master’s in Education. 

My research and clinical work has a primary focus on Geropsychology and multicultural 

considerations related to aging issues. This month I will begin an advanced 2-year 

Geropsychology Research Postdoctoral Fellowship that includes examining adaptations to 

evidence based treatments to improve mental health service delivery and receptivity to mental 

health services among minority populations.  Specifically, I am interested to address how the 

adaption of evidence-based treatments, that includes the incorporation of religion and spirituality 

(R/S), influence treatment outcomes above and beyond cognitive behavior therapy and treatment 

as usual.  E-mail: kramos.uh@gmail.com.   

 

Judith Maria Peña Santodomingo, M.Ed.  I hold a bachelor’s degree in educational psychology, 

and a master’s degree in education with an emphasis in curriculum. Currently, I am a professor at 

the Universidad de San Buenaventura in Medellin, Colombia, and also a student in the doctorate 

program in psychology at this university. The research on which I am working is “the religious 

experience as a meaning framework for the suffering derived from boundary situations”. This is 

a phenomenological and psychosocial study that tries to understand how, from their religious 

experience, the people give meaning to suffering caused by extreme situations; specifically, in 

our Latin-American context so affected by years of armed conflict. 

E-mail: judith.pena@usbmed.edu.co.  

 

Wendell Scanterbury, M. Div.   For the past eight years I have served as a chaplain at the Cancer 

Treatment Centers of America (CTCA) in Philadelphia, prior to which I pastored in Brooklyn, 

NY. I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Pastoral Ministry and an M.Div. in Urban Mission. My current 

doctoral studies are in Marriage and Family Therapy at Eastern University. At CTCA, I have 

assisted Rev. Dr. Michael Barry and Dr. Loren Toussaint in research on forgiveness with patients 

and families with cancer. My research interest is in the intersection of faith and family 

interrelationships (emotional, psychosocial and spiritual dynamics) in the context of cancer 

diagnosis and treatment. E-mail: wscanter@eastern.edu.  

 

Ch, Lt Col, Sarah A. Shirley, USAF.   Sarah is a chaplain practitioner with background in 

healthcare, arts, community and military ministry.  Her MDiv is from Claremont School of 

Theology; her MAS is in Military Operational Art and Science from Air University.  Sarah's 

research interest is in the efficacy of spiritual and religious interventions for maintaining 

operational readiness, including personal resilience.  She is a priest from the Episcopal Diocese 

of Washington, the Senior Air Chaplain for the Florida National Guard, a spiritual resilience 

mailto:tendingthetemple@aol.com
mailto:kramos.uh@gmail.com
mailto:judith.pena@usbmed.edu.co
mailto:wscanter@eastern.edu


consultant and values-based leadership coach/spiritual director, and currently serves as the U.S. 

Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) Chaplain's Liaison Officer to the Preservation of the 

Force and Family (POTFF) Task Force, and the USSOCOM POTFF Spiritual Domain Program 

Manager.  E-mail: Sarah.Shirley@socom.mil.   

 

Rev. Darcia L. Simpson, Ph.D.   Darcia received her Master of Divinity Degree from Oral 

Roberts University Graduate School of Theology and Missions in 1997. She continued her 

theological education at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in their Clinical Pastoral Education 

Program. Ordained in 2002 by the American Baptist Churches USA, she served as an associate 

minister in a local parish for thirteen years. Currently, a Spiritual Care Coordinator at Hospice of 

the Western Reserve, she recently earned a Ph.D. in Urban Education, with a specialization in 

Leadership and Lifelong learning from Cleveland State University.  Her dissertation focused on 

aging adults. The findings exposed the centrality of spirituality and its inextricable link to 

meaning making in the Third Age.  E-mail: DSimpson2@hospicewr.org.  

 

Cheryl Sparks, PhD, LPC.   I am early in my second career as a counselor and now faculty 

member in the Marriage and Family doctoral programs at Eastern University (I was a physical 

therapist previously). Though I do not practice “Christian Counseling,” I do want to help clients 

and students use faith as a resource in their work and lives, and to address spirituality in an 

academic way, as well as addressing psychology in a spiritual way. I’m particularly interested in 

couples work (especially attachment theory) and the sequellae of trauma (which I also see 

through an attachment lens). Personally, integrating theology and a spiritual worldview with my 

psychological tools has been quite helpful. At Eastern, we have a very diverse student base 

(ethnically, racially, theologically, SES), so I’m very interested in incorporating diversity of 

views into research. E-mail: csparks@eastern.edu.     

 

Nelly Sta. Maria, Ph.D.   I have my BA in Psychology from Barnard College and my PhD in 

Clinical Psychology from St. John's University. I'm currently Assistant Chair of Psychology, 

Anthropology, and Sociology at Suffolk County Community College in New York. Before 

Suffolk, I taught psychology full-time at the University of Pittsburgh. I'm just beginning research 

in this field, but can say I'm  interested in religion and spirituality, particularly in college 

students. To this end, I'm enrolling at Yale Divinity this Fall. Lastly, I'm surprised and happy to 

say I've found many Suffolk students who are willing to volunteer and learn about R/S research. 

Establishing a research program for these students is also a goal for the near future.  E-mail: 

nelly.santamaria@yale.edu. 

 

Edward H. Struebing, III.  Background: Born (12/20/44) and schooled in North Tonawanda, NY 

thru grade 8. Ramsey H.S., NJ ('63) Tri-sport captain, Sr Class Pres. BA English ('67) Bucknell 

University. Played football; RA frosh dorm 64-67; school radio and newspaper sports editor. 

VISTA, Nashville, community development. Taught Jr and Sr HS English for 3 yrs. In 

automobile business (Tampa)'72-'75. Married Rachel RN in '75. Christ Seminary-Seminex '80; 

intern Jacksonville U in campus ministry; Student Body President '79-80. Pastored Grace, Jax, 

'80-83. Pastoring Peace, Port Charlotte '84-present. Trained in Victorious Ministry Through 

Christ '84 and have been deeply involved in healing ministry ever since. Wife Rachel (Health 

Advocate) and I developed weekly healing service and healing teams in the hospital. We have 

personally witnessed hundreds of healing miracles. Healing ministry is a large part of the House 
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of Prayer ministry. I am completing research for my first book on healing. Pastor, Peace 

Lutheran Church and Charlotte County House of Prayer, 21500 Gibralter Dr, Port Charlotte, FL 

33952.  E-mail: ehs3rda@yahoo.com.   

 

Maribeth V. Swanson, LCSW.  Ms. Swanson is the Social Services Secretary (Director) for The 

Salvation Army Central Territory, providing executive level oversight, coordination, direction 

and leadership for a range of social service programs that serve the most vulnerable throughout 

11 Midwest’s states.   She has led the development and implementation of Pathway of Hope, an 

initiative for families with children who desire to take action to break the cycle of crisis and 

inter-generational poverty.  Integration of spirituality throughout this holistic casework model is 

one of her core research interests and the focus of her dissertation.   She has an ABD from 

Cardinal Stritch University, a M.S.W. from the University of Illinois-Chicago, and a B.A. from 

Asbury University.  She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in the state of Illinois.   E-mail: 

maribeth_swanson@usc.salvationarmy.org. 

 

Rev. Csaba Szilagyi, M.Div.   Rev. Szilagyi serves as the bereavement services manager at 

VITAS Healthcare’s hospice program in Palm Beach County, FL. He provides bereavement 

program management through strategic planning, coordination of services, staff training, and 

assisting the interdisciplinary teams with the delivery of spiritual, psychosocial, and bereavement 

care. He also worked as a hospice chaplain at VITAS. His previous clinical experiences included 

intensive, emergency, and neurological care, and interdisciplinary stroke and palliative care 

teams in hospital settings. He completed his M.Div. studies in Budapest, Hungary where he is 

from. He is an ordained minister of the Hungarian Reformed Church in America and an ACPE 

supervisory candidate. His research interests include measures of spiritual and psychological 

well-being in hospice and how these factors impact health and quality of life. He is interested in 

research on the integration of spiritual care in health services on an organizational level as well 

as incorporating research into CPE training.  E-mail: Csaba.Szilagyi@vitas.com.  

 

Tamara L. Taggart, MPH, PhD candidate.  Tamara received her AB from Dartmouth College and 

MPH from Columbia University. A PhD Candidate at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill (Health Behavior), her research focuses on religiosity, racial identity, sexual health 

behaviors, and life course. She has been awarded the CDC James A. Ferguson Emerging 

Infectious Disease Fellowship and the UNC Future Faculty Fellowship.  Currently, Ms. Taggart 

is a UNC STD/HIV pre-doctoral fellow. Prior to joining UNC, she worked for seven years as a 

clinical research manager at Columbia University Medical Center.  E-mail: 

ttaggart@email.unc.edu.   

 

Kirk Vander Molen, M.Div, MSW, is from Grand Rapids, MI.  Kirk is a third-year student in the 

Interdisciplinary Ph.D. Program in Health Sciences Program at Western Michigan University.  

The program prepares students to address complex problems and contribute to interdisciplinary 

evidence-based practice to improve health and human services in all areas of society.  Kirk’s 

research interest includes exploring factors to increase the effectiveness of faith-based class and 

mentoring programs to help people experiencing financial need cope with and improve their 

circumstances long-term.  Some variables of interest are: self-efficacy, support systems, faith and 

emotion/problem focused coping.  Vocationally, Kirk serves as National Director of Missional 

Integrity for Love In the Name of Christ.  Love INC is a national movement of 140 affiliates 
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focused on networking and mobilizing churches for community outreach. E-mail: 

kvanmolen@gmail.com. 

 

Michael Walsh, M.D.   I am mostly from the Denver area in Colorado. I am married and have a 1 

year old daughter. I completed my undergraduate training in Biochemistry and Psychology at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder, and my medical school training at the University of Colorado 

at Denver. Currently, I am in Psychiatry residency training at the University of South Dakota. I 

am also pursuing a Master’s Degree in Christian Spiritual Formation through Denver Seminary, 

and I will be finished with both Psychiatry residency and the Master’s program in June 2016. My 

research interest is in the area of Christian spirituality and mental health.   E-mail: 

michael.g.walsh@usd.edu. 

 

Mark S. Winward, CDR, CHC, USN.   Chaplain Winward received a B.A. from Gordon College 

n 1983 and was commissioned in the Navy.  Following his initial active duty, he earned an MDiv 

from Virginia Theological Seminary and went on exchange to Cambridge University. In 1997, 

he was appointed co-chairman of the Committee on Science, Technology and Faith for TEC.  In 

response to the 911 attacks – and after assisting in Pentagon recovery efforts – he returned to 

active duty. Chaplain Winward holds a Master of Theology in Ethics from Princeton Theological 

Seminary and completed both Air Command and Staff College and Joint and Combined 

Warfighting School.  From 2007 to 2010, he served as Ethics Chairman and Assistant Professor 

at Joint Forces Staff College. He is currently the Deputy Chaplain for U.S. Special Operations 

Command and a DMin candidate at Gordon-Conwell. E-mail: Mark.Winward@socom.mil.   
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