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Corene Alvarado. I am currently in my third year of a Clinical and Community 

Psychology Ph.D. Program at the University of Alaska. This program specifically addresses 

multicultural and indigenous issues, and encourages us, as future psychologists, to see the whole 

person by taking into account mind, body, culture, and religious beliefs. My research focus is on 

spiritual faith and its impact on mental healing. I currently work in an acute state psychiatric 

hospital as a doctoral level psychology practicum student. Through this work, I am continuously 

stuck by the fact that nearly all of my patients want to discuss God, and whether their life has 

meaning and purpose in their self-proclaimed state of "wretchedness";  yet so often the hospital's 

primary concern is short solution based treatments that do not address spirituality, which could 

perhaps be a major component of the individual's recovery. As a researcher, I would like to 

identify evidence-based practices that address these concerns.  E-mail: calvarad@alaska.edu.   

 

Rania Awaad, M.D.  As a third year medical student I received an NIMH grant to develop a 

scale to test perceptions and attitudes towards mental health in American Muslim women.  In my 

fourth year, I received a subsequent NIMH grant to pilot this scale- and received a response to 

my survey from 1,299 American Muslim women.  Then residency came into play and much of 

research efforts were put on hold.  I just graduated from Stanford's adult psychiatry program last 

week and began my NIMH-funded T32 research Fellowship also at Stanford. E-mail: 

rawaad@stanford.edu. 

 

Jansen C. Bagwell. Mr. Bagwell is the Senior Pastor of Living Streams Fellowship Church in 

Casper, WY.  He is a Biblical Studies graduate of Dallas Baptist University in Dallas, TX and he 

is currently enrolled in the Master’s of Counseling program at Grand Canyon University in 

Phoenix, AZ.  He serves as the president of Book and a Bite, an educational and family outreach 

program in Casper, WY.  He ministers deliverance to members of his community and is 

interested in the effects of forgiveness and spiritual healing on physical health and healing. 

E-mail: pastorjansen@msn.com.   

 

Arndt Braaten, M.D., M.Div. Dr. Braaten is a family physician who has been working in clinics, 

hospitals and emergency rooms in northern Minnesota for the past ten years. He graduated from 

The University of Illinois College of Medicine in Chicago and completed residency at Illinois 

Masonic Medical Center.  He is also a Lutheran pastor having graduated from Luther Seminary 

in St. Paul, Minnesota and been ordained in 1988.  He will work with Essentia Health as a 

physician and work with the leadership of a rapidly developing Church plant known as New Life 

Lutheran Church.  His research interest includes the development of a baseline survey of the 

community that New Life serves which will then become the basis for subsequent surveys 

tracking the efficacy of the congregation’s outreach and ministries in a kind of quality 

improvement program.   He also is considering monitoring social supports for single parent 

families and the elderly in the community, rates of alcohol and substance abuse, rates of chronic 

pain, and other health parameters such as diet, exercise, weight and diabetic A1C’s. E-mail: 

braaten1@msn.com. 
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Gloria L. Brandburg PhD, RN, GNP-BC.  I currently work as an Associate Professor of Nursing 

at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, TX. I am a board certified Geriatric 

Nurse Practitioner with a faculty practice in long-term care and I teach in the Adult-Geriatric 

Nurse Practitioner Program. I have a PhD in Nursing Science from Texas Woman's University. I 

am interested in continuing my dissertation work on the resiliency of older adults living in long-

term care. I would like to study the effect of spirituality interventions on strengthening resiliency 

and improving older adults' subjective well-being while living in long-term care. E-mail: 

glbrandb@UTMB.EDU. 

 

Nancy Markham Bugbee MA, MBA, BCCC.  Rev. Bugbee is CoFounder and CEO of the 

Institute for Life & Care (ILC) in Greenwood Village, Colorado.  Nancy is a Board Certified 

Clinical Chaplain and will begin a D.Min. program in Clinical Pastoral Supervision in August.  

She created an original model of meaning-centered (Logotherapy) psycho-social-spiritual care 

called "Heart & Soul Care" that helps professionals and family members grow in wellness and 

quality of life, through integrative health.  Learning goals for the research workshop include 

ways to operationalize and evaluate the efficacy of the model. E-mail: Nmbsg1@aol.com. 

 

Biju K. Chacko, MDiv, BCC.   I am a Clinical Pastoral Education Supervisor certified by ACPE 

Inc, and a mental health chaplain at Duke University Hospital. Prior to coming to Duke, I taught 

pastoral care in India. An ordained minister, I hold a Masters Degree in Divinity and a Masters 

Degree in Theology and am currently doing a Doctoral degree in pastoral care and counseling at 

Gardner-Webb University.  I have completed 3800 hours of clinical training in pastoral care. My 

interest is to do a quantitative research in looking at the role of spiritual interventions with in-

patients diagnosed with major depression.  E-mail: biju.chacko@dm.duke.edu.   

 

James Chin, Ph.D.  I am an experienced Professional Psychologist and a Professor of Mental 

Health Counseling and Psychology at Nyack College, New York.  I have two goals for attending 

the Duke University Research workshops.  First, I seek an update on the current empirical 

research on the relationship between spirituality and mental/physical health. Second, I seek to 

develop a professional network of resources to obtain grant funds to contribute new research in 

this field and to share these resources with the Nyack College faculty and student body. E-mail: 

James.Chin@nyack.edu. 

 

Thomas J. Coleman III.  I am a twenty-nine year old psychology major at the University of 

Tennessee at Chattanooga in my senior year. I study under Dr. Ralph Hood managing research 

projects on non-belief in America, cross-cultural spiritualty between the USA and Germany, and 

spirituality and altruism in blood donors in both the USA and Turkey. My personal research 

focuses on formulating Horizontal/Vertical Transcendence as a theory and quantitatively 

exploring horizontal transcendence. My general interests include an empirical focus using both 

qualitative and quantitative methods in the psychology of religion and spirituality with specific 

focus on spirituality, secularization, non-belief, and evolutionary psychology. E-mail: 

tommycoleman3@yahoo.com.    

 

Benjamin W. Corn, M.D.  Dr. Corn is a Professor of Oncology at Tel Aviv University School of 

Medicine and Chairman of the Institute of Radiotherapy at Tel Aviv Medical Center, Israel. He 

is Co-Founder and Executive Chairman of Life's Door-Tishkofet; an NGO that has developed 
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innovative approaches to facing illness and loss and has impacted thousands of patients, families 

and professionals.  In 2011, Dr. Corn was awarded the Israeli Citation for Volunteerism by 

President Shimon Peres for “changing the way people face illness” on behalf of Tishkofet. He 

was the winner of the Essay-Writing Contest of Lancet Oncology for 2012-2013.  E-mail: 

bencorn@tlvmc.gov.il.  

 

Anne Dimmock.  I am recent college graduate (Franklin & Marshall, 2010), majoring in 

Religious Studies, minoring in Applied Math (and opting out of my original plans for pre-med).  

I am a research assistant at Penn State College of Medicine, coordinating a support group and 

clinical research for patients with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (a typically fatal lung disease), 

and recruiting for an NIH grant on caregivers making end-of-life decisions.  A growing interest 

of mine is quality of life.  My current work has allowed me to see the strong connection between 

my undergraduate education and medicine and research; this workshop will help crystalize my 

future education goals and research plan. E-mail: adimmock@hmc.psu.edu. 

 

Sevdenur Düzgüner. I got my B.A. in the Faculty of Theology and M.A. in the Department of 

Psychology of Religion at Selcuk University, Turkey. Currently, I have been a PhD candidate in 

the same department. My dissertation is about Altruism and Spirituality. Also, I am a research 

associate at Marmara University and a visiting scholar at UTC with a grant by TUBITAK. Your 

publications include original perspectives through the measurements of spirituality and a 

reasonable emphasis on the need to shape spiritual care depending on the patients’ own spiritual 

needs and I am interested in determining the attributions to spirituality and different/similar 

spiritual needs in the cultural and ethnical diversity of Turkey.  E-mail: 

sevdeduzguner@hotmail.com.   

 

Susan M. Dyess, PhD, RN, AHN-BC. Dr. Susan Dyess’ is an Assistant Professor of Nursing 

within the Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing at Florida Atlantic University. Dr. Dyess 

facilitates courses for BSN and Graduate students associated with Faith Community Nursing, 

Advanced Nursing Practice Grounded in Caring, Emerging Leadership, and Influencing Policy. 

Her practice experience is within critical care and faith community nursing practice settings. 

Project and research experiences include academic-practice collaboration, participatory action 

research and qualitative inquiry with key phenomena such as social engagement, faith and health 

in ethnically diverse community dwelling elders, and faith community nursing. Future research 

will focus on holistic models of care and interventions.  E-mail: sdyess@fau.edu.  

 

Diana M. Elliott, Ph.D.  I completed my doctoral training in clinical psychology in 1991.  For the 

next ten years, I engaged in research on the impact of trauma, primarily interpersonal violence, 

on mental health.  The research was primarily descriptive and correlational in nature.   For the 

next decade, I was primarily focused on raising a family, and did not engage in any research.  I 

teach full-time at a small Catholic liberal arts college outside of Charlotte.  At this time, I am 

wanting to combine my interest in trauma and spirituality.  I am interested in impact of faith on 

cognitive processes and emotional response to trauma. E-mail: DianaElliott@bac.edu.  
 
Marty Eng, Pharm.D., R.Ph.  I am an associate professor in pharmacy practice at Cedarville 

University in Ohio which is a small private university with emphasis on faith integration.  My 

area of practice is medication use in neurodegenerative diseases.  I have specific interest in 
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exploring the interactions between medication use, spirituality/religion, and people/caregivers 

with neurodegenerative diseases.  I have a Pharm.D. degree from the University of Maryland, 

completed two years of residency in Geriatrics pharmacotherapy with Texas Tech University 

Health Sciences Center in Amarillo, TX. My second year of residency emphasized research 

methodology.  Previously, I worked at the University of Kansas - Center on Aging.  E-mail: 

martyeng@cedarville.edu. 

 

Ann L. Fournier, PhD(c), MS, MSN, RN, ACNP-BC, AHN-BC, CNE.  I am an instructor in the 

Department of Nursing at Saint Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire.  I am interested 

in the relationship between spirituality and health for women (I would love to explore this 

relationship through phenomenology in breastfeeding women from diverse ethnic identification 

at some point). My dissertation work utilizes the ADD Health Data set which I found to be useful 

for its large number of participants, the ethnicity of participants, the fact that questions are asked 

both from a religious perspective as well as from a spiritual perspective rather that utilizing the 

two terms interchangeably or simply listing religion/spirituality, and because the fourth wave of 

the data collection includes personality type questions (this wave became available after I began 

my work so I would like to explore this later as I tend to think that spirituality is a personality 

type).  E-mail: AFournier@Anselm.Edu. 

 

Beth Glover, D.Min.  I am the Corporate Director of Pastoral Care & Education at NewYork-

Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan.  I am also an ACPE certified supervisor and an Episcopal 

priest.  I am originally from Virginia and graduated from the College of William & Mary before 

moving to NYC to go to Union Theological Seminary.  I love to study and have earned an STM 

in Christian Spirituality from General Theo. Sem. and a D.Min. in Pastoral Supervision from NY 

Theo. Sem.  I also have an avid interest in Family Systems Theory and have spent many years 

studying that in various contexts as well.  I am currently doing Ph.D. work part-time in Religious 

Education at Fordham University.  My research interests include the impact of trauma on 

pastoral formation, and the changes needed in Pastoral Care Departments and CPE programs to 

thrive in the changing contexts of healthcare  E-mail: beg9013@nyp.org.   

 

Marvin Delgado Guay, M.D.  Orignally from Guatemala, I grew up and completed my Medical 

School at Universidad Francisco Marroquin in Guatemala City. After that I completed Internal 

Medicine training at Michael Reese Hospital, Chicago IL. Posteriorly, I completed Geriatrics 

Medicine fellowship at Harvard Medical School, Boston MA, followed by a clinical and research 

fellowship in Symptom Control and Palliative Care at The University of Texas M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center, Houston TX. From 2008 to 2011 I coordinated the Palliative Care services and 

participated in the Geriatrics Services at Lyndon B. Johnson General Hospital a teaching hospital 

of The University of Texas Medical School Houston TX.  Currently, I am Assistant Professor of 

the Department of Palliative Care and Rehabilitation Services at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. 

My main work is to provide Symptom Control and Palliative Care services to patients with 

advanced cancer and their caregivers in this institution. E-mail: 

marvin.delgado@mdanderson.org. 

 

Kevin A. Halvorsen.  Kevin is entering his second year attending the Ph.D. Program in Clinical-

Community Psychology with Rural, Indigenous Emphasis offered jointly by the University of 

Alaska Anchorage and University of Alaska Fairbanks. He attained his BA, cum laude from the 
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University of Alaska Anchorage in psychology with a minor in philosophy. His primary area of 

interest is psychology of religion and spirituality, particularly in Alaska Native and American 

Indian populations. Additionally, he is interested in professional collaboration with, and support 

systems for clergy. Kevin and his wife Julie are originally from Connecticut and have a 12 

month old son Gunnar.  E-mail: khalvorsen@alaska.edu.   

 

Sanley Hoover, MA.  Stanley received a MA in Professional Counseling from Richmont 

Graduate University in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  He is currently a doctoral student in Counselor 

Education and Supervision at Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, where he also serves as an 

adjunct instructor in the Counseling and Human Sciences Department.  His primary areas of 

research include religious coping and childhood trauma as well as the integration of spirituality 

in counseling.  A practicing clinician, Stan maintains a small private practice and specializes in 

the treatment of trauma and abuse. E-mail: stanley.hoover1@gmail.com.   

 

Remington Johnson, MDiv.  Chaplain coordinator, Heart Hospital of Austin, Texas. E-mail: 

Remington.Johnson@stdavids.com. 

 

Christine Kennedy, Ph.D.  Christine completed her undergraduate and graduate degrees from the 

University of Iowa.  She received an M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School, and a Ph.D. in 

Pastoral Counseling from Loyola University Maryland. She is a licensed professional counselor 

and clinical supervisor. She has served in a variety of capacities as pastor, chaplain, clinical 

supervisor, and hospice administrator. She currently serves as the Director of the Study of 

Health, Religion, and Spirituality at Indiana State University in Terre Haute, IN. Her research 

interests include the effects of spiritual and religious practices on clinical outcomes and the 

translation of research into educational and programmatic initiatives. E-mail: 

Christine.Kennedy@indstate.edu.   

 

Elena Kim, Ph.D. student.  I received my B.A. and M.A. in Psychology from the University of 

Pennsylvania and Columbia University, respectively, and plan on furthering my studies by 

becoming a doctoral student at Fordham University's Counseling Psychology program beginning 

in the Fall of 2013. I am also a counselor at Redeemer Counseling Services (RCS) and have 

become particularly interested in conducting spirituality and psychology research. More 

specifically, I would like to test whether RCS’s model of therapy is effective at healing clients. 

Over the years, RCS has created an integrative model of therapy that is centered around the 

Christian Gospel, and I am interested in testing their model and, hopefully through this process, 

enhancing RCS’s ability to treat clients.  E-mail: elenakim@gmail.com.   

 

Yui Matsuda, RN, Ph.D.  I am a second year postdoctoral fellow at the School of Nursing, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (T32 Grant Health Care Quality & Patient 

Outcomes). My background is in Nursing (PhD, RN), and public health (MPH). My research 

interest is to improve health care service for immigrant Latinos in the US. I am currently 

studying depressive symptoms of Latina mothers whose young children have 

disabilities/developmental delays. I am interested in understanding spirituality of these mothers 

to be able to create culturally-tailored interventions. I am a minister’s wife of a Hispanic 

congregation in Richmond, VA.  E-mail: ymatsuda@email.unc.edu. 
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Monique B. Mitchell, PhD, CT.  Dr. Mitchell is a Research Assistant Professor at the Center for 

Child and Family Studies. She is the South Carolina Research Director for the National Youth in 

Transition Database (NYTD) federal data collection. Her research specialties include the 

experiences of children and youth in foster care, life transitions, ambiguity, stress, loss, and 

coping, social support, cognitive appraisals, and spirituality. Her specific expertise involves 

informing policy using child-centered research, consulting invested parties in the child welfare 

system, and designing and developing youth workshops, resource kits, and learning programs 

that serve children at risk, children in alternative care, and children in need. Dr. Mitchell is 

certified in thanatology, specializing in bereavement counseling. E-mail: 

MITCHMB@mailbox.sc.edu. 

 

Linda M. Muccitelli,OTR/L, Ph.D.   Dr. Muccitelli has been an occupational therapist for 23 

years. Her work involves helping people find purpose and meaning through engagement in 

activities following illness and injury. As a graduate of the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, 

she instituted a therapeutic performing arts program at Rancho Los Amigos National 

Rehabilitation Center. Currently she is an occupational therapist at Cedars Sinai Medical Center 

and is treating private clients in their homes. She just earned her PhD in Occupational Science at 

USC, where she was trained in qualitative methodologies with an emphasis on narrative analysis. 

She is exploring opportunities for a post-doctoral position. Her research interests include the arts 

and healing, the effects of spirituality on participation in healthy activities, and understanding the 

experiences of individuals who identify as “born again.”E-mail: CreateCareCon@aol.com.   

 

Jane M. Murphy MS, RN, PNP-BC, CPHQ.    I have just completed my first year of nursing 

doctoral studies at the University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth. I look forward to continuing the 

challenge and opportunity for learning and building nursing science as I work towards my 

dissertation. My area of interest in nursing is what impact does the spirituality process of the 

nurse have on him/her in their professional role as caregiver for chronically ill or dying pediatric 

patients?  I work part-time as a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Surgical Programs at Boston 

Children’s Hospital (BCH). I have worked at BCH in various roles for the past 27 years. E-mail: 

jmurphy10@umassd.edu. 

 

Scott Paul, PhD  I am currently working in the Center for Spirituality, Theology, Health at Duke 

University Medical Center, collaborating with faculty to develop strategies that include use of 

mediated communication for the dissemination of research into practice. My professional and 

academic experience includes work as news editor at CNN and NBC in New York, 

undergraduate program development and teaching, and Emmy Award winning educational 

media production at eMediaWorks.  I have a BA in Communications, an EdM from the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education in Interactive Technology and Cognition, and a PhD in Arts and 

Humanities for Education from NYU.  My research interests include the impact of mass media 

on human health and culture, especially in the context of potential for creating alternative media 

experiences in therapeutic applications for patients suffering from depression.  E-mail: 

scottpaul@emediaworks.net. 

 

Valerie Peoples.  Valerie is a faith-based organizational consultant, strategic planner and grant 

writer for 10 years, utilized 20 years legal experience to meld spiritual paradigms with 

organizational well-being resulting  in the authorship of a children’s cook book with a preventive 
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health focus (www.my happystomach.com) and  wellness lifestyle’s workbook.  This has led to 

her pursuit of a PhD.  She has a Juris Doctorate from Seton Hall University in New Jersey, and is 

currently a consultant to faith-based not-for-profit organizations, Author and Trainer.  Her 

research interests are religious engagement metrics and development of assessment models; 

identification, assessment and spiritual tool development of health care outcomes for indigenous 

and African descent people. E-mail: vpeoples.wellness@gmail.com. 
 

Kelley Reinsmith-Jones, Ph.D., MSW.  I received a Bachelor of Liberal Arts from the University 

of Alaska Southeast-Juneau. I spent most of my time in Alaska working with Alaskan Native 

juvenile drug users and their families. My Masters of Social Work is from Eastern Washington 

University, where I also received a certificate in Health Care Administration. Two years later I 

attended Gonzaga University in Spokane Washington and earned a Doctorate of Leadership 

Studies. Currently I am an Associate Professor for East Carolina University School of Social 

Work.  My dissertation examined the spiritual journeys of transsexual persons as they move 

through identity, or gender, transition. I have continued to present on and study spirituality, 

recently completing a manuscript on using spirituality as a treatment component for Body 

Dysmorphia.  I hope to maintain and expand my research in spirituality. Other areas of research 

interest include the utilization of virtual world educational formats for teaching social work skills 

and values, and examining the educational and practice implications for social workers in 

response to the genomics revolution, in particular the ethical, legal, social, and spiritual 

implications.   E-mail: REINSMITHJONESK@ecu.edu. 

 

Richard Rodriguez.   My background and training is in psychology, health, and biology.  I am 

currently working towards a B.A. in psychology with a double minor in health and biology. 

Currently I am the senior research assistant with the health psychology lab at the University of 

Houston.  My primary research interests are how individuals cope and adjust to illness with an 

emphasis on how faith, religious, and spiritual (R/S) aspects are related to one's health.  E-mail: 

richardr.3638@gmail.com.   

 

Faith Rowland, M.D.  Faith Rowland, M.D. is a child/adolescent psychiatry fellow at the 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center/Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic where she 

completed her adult psychiatry residency.  A Maryland native, she received her Bachelor of 

Science from Xavier University of Louisiana and her medical degree from The George 

Washington University School of Medicine.  Dr. Rowland’s current research involves psychiatry 

resident education about religio-cultural factors affecting mental health for African American 

Christians.  Her other research interests are the assessment of mental health illness beliefs of 

African American Christians and the use of a holistic approach to depression psycho-education 

for this population. E-mail: rowlandfr@upmc.edu.  

 

Wayne R. Sibole, MA, MBA.  Following 25 years in management of acute care facilities 

(Einstein Healthcare Network; BayCare Health System) Wayne is currently a full-time Liberty 

Baptist Theological Seminary student anticipating graduation in 2014 whereupon he will pursue 

residency training in preparation for board certification in hospital chaplaincy.  He earned an MA 

(experimental psychology) and an MBA from the University of Western Ontario; Equipping for 

Ministries diploma from Ashland Theological Seminary; and is currently an MDiv candidate at 

Liberty.  His research interests focus upon resourcing support and demonstrating the efficacy of 

http://www.my/
http://happystomach.com/
mailto:vpeoples.wellness@gmail.com
mailto:REINSMITHJONESK@ecu.edu
mailto:richardr.3638@gmail.com
mailto:rowlandfr@upmc.edu


spiritual care in improving service, outcome and costs of acute care.   E-mail: 

wsibole@tampabay.rr.com.   

 

Devin Singh, M.D.   I am currently a 3rd year psychiatry resident at Duke University.  I attended the 

University of Florida for medical school, and Johns Hopkins University for college.  During my 4th 

year of residency, I have elective time for independent research, which will likely focus on free will, 

morality, and exploring the current psychiatric research which may shed light on these issues.  As a 

Christian and a philosophy minor (during college) I find this information very interesting, will 

integrate this knowledge into the treatment of my patients throughout my career, and will hopefully 

remain engaged in future study in these areas.  E-mail: devin.singh@dm.duke.edu.  

 

Kandy Smith, R.N., Ph.D.  Dr. Smith is a Professor at the University of South Alabama and 

teaches in both the undergraduate and graduate nursing programs.  She received a Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing from the University of Southern Mississippi, a Master of Science in Nursing 

from Emory University and her Doctor of Nursing Science Degree from Louisiana State 

University.  Her nursing career spans 29 years and includes practice in the ICU as a nurse and 

clinical nurse specialist before joining academia 20 years ago. Kandy is interested in social and 

emotional competency development in nurses and patients, particularly patients with 

cardiovascular health problems. E-mail: ksmith16@umc.edu. 

 

Brent Stackhouse.  Brent "Ber" Stackhouse is currently a Master of Divinity student at Unity 

Institute & Seminary in Unity Village, Missouri.  He is interested in the connections of 

spirituality, intention, and health.  Areas related with the mind and belief and any connections 

with healing and well-being as noted in the early New Thought Movement are of particular 

interest.  The Transcendentalists of New England, Phineas P. Quimby in the 19th Century, as 

well as current "intention" experiments are examples of thought/well-being key research areas. 

Ber earned his MBA from Troy University and his BA in International Relations from the 

College of William & Mary.  E-mail: stackhousebg@gmail.com. 

 

Rose Straney BS, MBA.  Rose earned her B.S in microbiology at the University of Michigan.  

Her background includes 20+ years of research as a molecular biologist in the biotech industry. 

Publications include several studies on nuclear hormone receptors.  In May of 2013 Rose 

completed an MBA at Point Loma Nazarene University, which included a thesis on the 

relationship of ‘spiritual capital’ to scientific discovery, to healing, and to potentially decreasing 

risk (costs) of health insurers.  Research interests include the role of faith in the drug/placebo 

response, miracle cures, and the interface of prayer with the physical vehicle. Rose currently 

works as a technical support specialist with real-time PCR in-vitro diagnostic test kits. E-mail: 

rastraney@gmail.com. 

 

Steve Sullivan, BCC, Th.M.  I am a VA Chaplain, endorsed by the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship.  I am an Arkansan, with a B.A. in Religious Studies from Baylor, an M.Div from 

Midwestern Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, and a Th.M. from Princeton Theological 

Seminary.  I spent a year and a half teaching English and doing student and church mission work 

in Northern Thailand.  I’ve been a chaplain for 10 years and now lead the VA/Clergy Partnership 

for Rural Veterans,  a pilot community-based  VA project  that builds collaboration between 

community mental health providers, clergy, and military/VA providers to increase access of care 
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to rural veterans.    My research interests are mental health/clergy collaboration and moral injury 

in veterans.  E-mail: stevesullivan77@yahoo.com.   
  

Cynthia J. Visscher, Ph.D.  Cindy Visscher received her MBA from Grand Valley State 

University, and MA in Comparative Religion and Ph.D. in Sociology from Western Michigan 

University.  She serves as a faculty specialist in the Department of Comparative Religion at 

Western Michigan University and has developed a graduate certificate program in spirituality, 

culture and health. Her research focus includes religious diversity in the United States with an 

emphasis on spirituality, culture and health, interfaith relations, and religion and immigration. 

Cindy’s current focus is completing a book titled “Healing and Religious Belief: A Field Guide 

to the History of Medicine in the World's Religions”.   E-mail: cynthia.j.visscher@wmich.edu.   

 

Robert Edward Whitley, M.D.   Rob Whitley is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at McGill 

University, and Dartmouth Psychiatric Research Center. He holds a Doctorate in Psychiatry from 

the Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London. He is a social scientist using primarily 

qualitative methods to investigate social and cultural aspects of mental health and mental health 

services. He is particularly interested in (i) examining how religiosity facilitates or hinders 

recovery from severe mental illness; (ii) developing and enhancing ‘religious competency’ 

among mental health clinicians; (iii) investigating the mental health of atheists.  Whitley is also 

an accredited lay minister in the U.K. Methodist Church.  E-mail: robert.whitley@mcgill.ca.  

 

Shinji Yasugi, M.D.   Dr. Yasugi is a third year psychiatry resident at the University of Michigan 

in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  He grew up in Australia, received his medical degree from the 

University of Sydney in 2007, and worked in emergency medicine and psychiatry in the greater 

Sydney area for a few years before moving to Ann Arbor.  He is interested in the interface 

between psychiatry and spirituality, how to incorporate a spiritual assessment in clinical practice, 

and how churches can better look after the mentally ill.  E-mail: yasugi@med.umich.edu.   
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