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Heidi Alexander, BS, MScMed. I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from The 

University of Michigan.  My professional background is in laboratory medicine, working as a 

Medical Technologist and as a Laboratory Manager, in laboratory and hospital settings.  I have a 

Master of Science in Medicine degree as a Physician Assistant from Western Michigan 

University.  I have practiced in family medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics and dermatology.  

I am currently a full-time PhD student at Western Michigan University in the Interdisciplinary 

Health Sciences program.  My research interest is in prayer and health and I am in the very early 

stages of preparing to pursue this research for my dissertation.  I also have a research interest in 

malaria.  I have participated in short-term medical mission trips to Sierra Leone, Ghana, 

Tanzania, the Philippines, Brazil, and Russia.  E-mail: halex1@frontier.com. 

 

Linda E. Benavides, MSW, Ph.D.  Linda E. Benavides has an undergraduate degree in 

Psychology from Sul Ross State University and a Master's of Science in Social Work from the 

University of Texas at Austin.  Dr. Benavides has several years of practice experience as a 

Licensed Master Social Worker, working with diverse populations across diverse settings.  In 

2009, she obtained her Doctorate of Philosophy in Social Work from the University of Texas at 

Arlington. Dr. Benavides is currently an Assistant Professor at the University of Texas at San 

Antonio, Department of Social Work.  Her research interests include spirituality, family 

violence, children and adolescents, resiliency, and protective factors. E-mail: 

Linda.Benavides@utsa.edu.   

 

Jeff Bernard, M.Div.  I am a US Army Chaplain (4yrs) having served as primary chaplain 

support for the busiest Aid Station in Afghanistan.  I graduated from Kent State University with 

a B.A. in English and from Ashland Theological School with an MDiv.  From 2000-2007, I 

worked in a mainline Protestant denomination.  In 2007, I was ordained by the Evangelical 

Church Alliance and received a commission to be a chaplain in the US Army.  I have practiced 

tai chi/qigong for 14 years and have read over 150 books (all of which I own) on pertaining 

subjects.  I have not been able to institutionally train in tai chi/qigong due to proximity in 

employment, however, I should be able to attain certification in this field within a year.  My 

research interests include developing Christian Pneumaism (CP):  a self-developed affirmation, 

study, and employment of life-force energy (LFE) within a Christian spiritual and theological 

environment. E-mail: jbernard1967@gmail.com.   

 

Tiana Blackburn, M.A.   I am working towards a doctorate in psychology in Santa Barbara, and 

just finished my second year in the Psy.D. program at Antioch University (AUSB). The focus is 

on family psychology and forensics, which is a career change since I have worked in aerospace 

for 25 years during which time I obtained two other graduate degrees in depth psychology and 

the integration of eastern and western approaches to health. My research interest is in exploring 

what faith means in the lives of psychotherapists. I suggest that faith provides emotional support 

and is a route to meaning which can help therapists cope with the stress of clinical practice. The 

study is planned to be qualitative/quantitative, using EEG and various other measures. In 

addition, my practicum is at an agency that provides mental health care to low-income families 

in my community.  E-mail: tblackburn@antioch.edu.  
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K Brewer-Smyth, PhD, RN.  Associate Professor with Tenure, University of Delaware.  

I study neurological, neuroendocrine, and neuropsychological correlates of high risk behaviors in 

adults.  I measured childhood abuse to statistically control for it when evaluating neuroendocrine 

function. Unfortunately I found childhood abuse to be a very serious prevalent problem that is 

significantly related to numerous adverse conditions and behaviors in adults. Apart from Devine 

intervention, I am not sure how to address sequelae of childhood abuse. I completed a 

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship (NIH T32 NR07036); PhD in Nursing with fields of study in 

Epidemiology, Forensics, and Neuroscience; and Master of Science in Neuroscience Nursing all 

at the University of Pennsylvania. E-mail: kbsmyth@udel.edu.   

 

Martha Brown, MDiv.  Martha S. Brown is a board certified chaplain currently employed as a 

staff chaplain at Vidant Medical Center in Greenville, North Carolina.  Martha an ordained 

United Church of Christ minister has been a chaplain for eight years.  She currently is assigned 

to the medicine division and palliative care.  She also serves on the following community boards, 

End of Life Care Coalition of ENC Inc., and the Lucille Gorham Intergenerational Center which 

allows her additional ministry opportunities.  Martha is interested in research which examines the 

contributions of chaplains in palliative care. E-mail: Martha.Brown@vidanthealth.com. 

 

Jonathan Butler. Jonathan obtained his Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing from 

Texas Southern University in Houston Texas. He obtained his Master of Divinity from Howard 

University School of Divinity and is obtaining a Doctor in Philosophy in Medical Sociology and 

Social Inequality at Howard. His research interest includes: religion, theology, health, stress, and 

race and ethnicity.  He is currently a research graduate assistant in the Department of Sociology 

and Anthropology at Howard. Along with teaching, Jonathan plans to be a consultant for 

churches to establish a comprehensive health ministry that will: identify and train lay ministers 

of  churches as "Healthy Connectors" who will share health information with members of their 

congregations, identify congregational health needs, and develop activities to address those 

needs.  E-mail: jzmb@me.com.   

 

Mattie Burton, PhD, RN, NEA-BC.  Dr. Burton has served the people of central Appalachia in a 

number of roles in her 40 years as a nurse. Clinically, her experiences range from bedside 

nursing on medical-surgical units to a variety of community health roles. Many of her roles have 

been in management where she has enjoyed leading and mentoring young nurses. Following 

completion of the doctoral degree at the University of Cincinnati, Dr. Burton has served 

administratively in academia, presently at Shawnee State University in southeastern Ohio. There, 

in keeping with current research interests, she has recently been charged with developing a 

Center for Spirituality and Health. E-mail: mburton2352@yahoo.com.  

 

Gena Cline, MFA, MDiv.  Gena is the graduate academic advisor and CPE coordinator for 

Religious Studies at Naropa University.  She is a Buddhist practitioner in the Tibetan tradition of 

the Longchen Nyingtig and an instructor of mindfulness meditation. In examining the common 

condition called “terminal agitation,” a pre-death state of anxiety and confusion, Gena’s research 

interest is to analyze the effects of Buddhist contemplative practice in the context of palliative 

and hospice care. Moreover, in collaboration with MDiv faculty, students, and colleagues, she 

hopes to develop a program of research at Naropa to examine the role of contemplative spiritual 

practices in healthcare.   E-mail: gcline@naropa.edu. 
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Larry Crapse.   Larry has extensive experience as an educator and is a three-time recipient of the 

Time-Warner STAR Teacher Award.  He has been a high school teacher and department head, 

an elementary and middle school administrator, and a district-level supervisor and coordinator. 

He has also been an adjunct professor at three universities. A published writer, he has been an 

editorial advisor for companies and journals. He is a graduate of the University of South Carolina 

and The Citadel and has certificates from New York University and Harvard University. 

Currently serving as Project Consultant for Le Creuset of America, Inc., his research interests 

include the role of faith in managing chronic illnesses, in dealing with dementia, and in working 

with caregivers. E-mail: lcrapse@lecreuset.com. 

 

Christy Daffron. My interest in research is focused on the impact that various holistic 

interventions have on promoting positive outcomes related to spirituality.  I have been involved 

in health ministry since 1993 and have long seen first-hand the unquestionable impact that 

holistic interventions offered by faith community nurses can have on parishioners and the 

community.  As a graduate student in the Doctor of Nursing Program at Samford University in 

Birmingham, Alabama, my desire is to conduct research that will demonstrate a positive 

correlation between faith community nurse interventions and positive outcomes.  I am a nursing 

instructor at Jefferson State Community College in Pell City, Alabama.  I also have been a 

hospice nurse for 12 years and currently work on-call for a nonprofit, faith-based community 

hospice in Pell City.  E-mail: cristydaffron@yahoo.com. 

 

Alison T. DeLeo, PT, DPT, NREMT-B.  I am an Assistant Professor, George Washington 

University School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Department of Physical Therapy and Health 

Sciences.  I obtained my doctor of physical therapy from Temple University (2003), master of 

physical therapy from University of Delaware, and bachelor of science in psychology from Duke 

University.  My research interests are: What is the overall health status of seminary students?  

How knowledgeable are seminary students about general health indicators?  How knowledgeable 

are they regarding their own health status? How does health status change during seminary 

education? What health resources, interests, attitudes and barriers do seminarians identify as 

impacting their health during seminary studies?  What are the predictors of good health status 

during seminary?  E-mail: atdeleo@gwu.edu. 

 

Rev Martisha Dwyer.  I am currently the Emergency Department and Community Chaplain for 

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick, NJ.   In this position, I establish 

and maintain relationships with community clergy and agencies to provide referrals and 

supportive linkages for chronic users of emergency department resources. I hold a Bachelors of 

Science from the Bloustein School of Public Policy and Planning of Rutgers the State 

University.  I  have completed the Chaplain Residency  program at Robert Wood Johnson 

Hospital in 2011; and I will  recieve my Master's of Theology in Pastoral Care and Counseling in 

December 2012 from the New Brunswick Theological Seminary.   My research interests include: 

the power of faith in promoting wellness and health education in communities; God and 

medicine: the role and response of faith leaders during the dying process.  E-mail: 

Martisha.Dwyer@rwjuh.edu. 
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Patrick Shawn Finn, CDR, CHC, USN, M DIV, is Program Manager for Strategic Development 

of Religious Ministry for all Navy serving in combat zones worldwide. Before being recalled to 

active duty with United States Fleet Forces Command, Fr. Pat, an Episcopal Priest, served as 

Senior Pastor of Churches in Alexandria, VA, Park City, Utah and Charleston, SC. He has 

extensive experience in healing missions and parish and community development. His 

undergraduate degree and graduate work in Community Development are from the University of 

Michigan. His theological education was at Weston, Harvard and Episcopal Divinity School, 

Cambridge MA, where he received his M Div. He has developed a program for the Navy called 

“Spiritual Resiliency” which partners with the Navy’s Combat Operational Stress Model. His 

desire is to research practical methods to connect our military with the religious concepts of 

prayer/meditation/mindfulness and forgiveness.  E-mail: frpatrick@bellsouth.net. 

 

Pamela Payne Foster, M.D.   Pamela received her MD from Meharry Medical College in 

Nashville, Tennessee and her Preventive Medicine/Public Health Training at State University of 

New York at Stony Brook where she also received her MPH from Columbia School of Public 

Health.  She currently serves as Deputy Director for the Institute for Rural Health Research at the 

University Of Alabama School of Medicine, Tuscaloosa campus and Associate Professor 

(08/01/12) in the Department of Community and Rural Medicine.  Her current research interests 

include HIV/AIDS stigma in African Americans in the rural Deep South using faith-based 

approaches and interventions. E-mail:ppayne-foster@cchs.ua.edu.   

 

Larimar Fuentes.  E-mail: larimarfuentes@gmail.com.   

 

Jessyka Glatz, MA.  Jessyka holds a BS in Elementary Education and a Masters in German.  She 

has taught English as a second language and German as a foreign language both in the United 

States and in Germany.  Her interests in education and health have brought her to Duke 

University where she is currently a Clinical Trials Coordinator in the department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences.  She is interested in how religion and spirituality is a motivating force 

for improved learning, better health outcomes, and enhanced coping skills when facing life’s 

stresses and traumas.  She is especially interested in how clinical trials outcomes in the areas of 

religion and spirituality have been translated into current psychological and medical practices.  

E-mail: essyka.glatz@dm.duke.edu. 

 

Bryan Hatcher, MDiv, LCSW, ACC.  As ordained clergy and Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Bryan is a practitioner with a passion for integrating theology, behavioral health and wellness. 

His career began as a pastor in local congregations and since 1999 he has served as a 

psychotherapist in a faith-integrated statewide counseling system. Most recently, he has provided 

leadership in developing educational, wellness, co-location, tele-behavioral health services, and 

healthcare leadership programs for Wake Forest Baptist Health and its subsidiary, CareNet 

Counseling. Attempting to integrate a deeper level of research into his work, initial interests lie 

in measurable patient/client outcomes relative to level spiritual-integration of care provided, 

educational outcomes for various clinical training programs. E-mail: bhatcher@wakehealth.edu. 

 

Tracy Higgins.  Having spent a government career overseas in security and intelligence, and now 

as a PhD student in Nursing, I am interested in disease prevention strategies in Global Health.   

In designing culturally competent prevention strategies, understanding how healthcare is 
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informed by the R/S dimension is critical. My short term dissertation focus is hepatitis screening 

and prevention in the Senegalese community in Harlem, and longer term goal is fighting malaria 

throughout sub Saharan Africa.  My interest was inspired by my work in central Africa, my study 

of Teilhard de Chardin, and my course in Narrative Medicine. E-mail: 

tracyhiggins17@yahoo.com.   

 

Jim W. Jasper, D. Min. has been a chaplain with Cleveland Clinic Hospice at Home for 15 years.  

A Lutheran pastor (MAR, Concordia, Ft. Wayne) he completed a CPE residency at the 

Cleveland Clinic preceding that position.  Jim served in Lutheran parishes as a pastor, teacher, 

musician (BME, Valparaiso Univ.), and composer with emphasis on sacred choral literature and 

jazz liturgies.  Jim’s doctoral work (St. Mary SGST, Wickliffe, OH), "Kenosis in Hospice 

Patients and the Effects of Educating Their Caregivers," developed a paradigm, etiology and 

pathology of the individual’s spiritual life, growth and suffering.  Current research interests focus 

on the function and contextualization of the spiritual or faith life in end-of-life care.   E-mail: 

pastorjazzper@roadrunner.com. 

 

Aaron Klink, M.Div.  Aaron Klink is Chaplain and Bereavement Coordinator at Amedisys 

Hospice in Durham, North Carolina. I received an MAR in Theology from the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Philadelphia an MDiv from Yale where I interned at Yale's 

Interdisciplinary Bioethics Center before heading south for a  Th.M. in Ethics at Duke Divinity 

School in Conjunction with the Institute for Care at the End of Life.  Before starting with 

Amedisys I did CPE Residencies at Yale New Haven Hospital and at the VA Medical Center in 

Durham, where I focused on inpatient psychiatry. My research interests focus on how individuals 

use faith resources to heal from trauma, the role of religion in end of life decision making, 

narrative medicine, and ways clinicians engage  patients religious concerns and language.  E-

mail: aaron.klink@amedisys.com. 

 

Joan Kub, Ph.D., M.Th., M.S.N.  Joan is an Associate Professor at Johns Hopkins University 

with a primary appointment in the School of Nursing and joint appointments in the Bloomberg 

School of Public Health  and JHU School of Medicine.  She is trained as a behavioral scientist 

(PhD from the Bloomberg School of Public Health ) and advanced public health nurse ( Masters 

in Public Health Nursing).  She also earned a Masters of Theology from St Mary ‘s Seminary- 

Ecumenical Institute in Baltimore. She currently coordinates the MSN/MPH program at JHU.   

Her research is  focused on  vulnerable populations experiencing  public health problems  

(substance use, violence ,asthma and/or end of life), and she has a particular interest in 

understanding the role of spirituality and health for these groups. E-mail: jkub1@jhu.edu. 

 

Sungshim Lee, MA.  Rev Lee was ordained in 2008 as a Won-Buddhist minister. She completed 

her undergraduate degree at Wonkwang University and her MA at the Won Institute of Graduate 

Studies. Before she ordained, Rev. Lee worked as a special education teacher and a vocational 

rehabilitation counselor. Since 2010, she has been serving as a minister at the Miami Won-

Buddhist temple. She leads Dharma services, meditation and yoga classes, and offers counseling 

and guidance to practitioners. Her research interests include examining the relationship between 

mind and body from an eastern Buddhist perspective and western psychology. Her recent 

research investigates the positive impact spiritual practice has on the elderly and argues that a 
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happier and healthier life closely correlates with mind practice. E-mail: 

activebuddha@yahoo.com. 

 

Kenneth R. Lowther, M.Div., BCC.   Education: Board Certified by APC in 2007.  2003 M.Div. 

from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC.  CPE Residency at Yale-

New Haven Hospital, New Haven, CT 2003-2004. 2004 – Present, Chaplain at The Wexner 

Medical Center at The Ohio State University with primary placement at the Arthur G. James 

Hospital and Richard Solove Research Institute. As part of my work at the James, I serve as the 

chaplain for the Center for Palliative Care. Doing research to improve accessibility and quality 

improvement of spiritual care for our patient’s has become a personal interest and priority. E-

mail: Kenneth.Lowther@osumc.edu. 

 

Iris Mamier, PhD, MSN, RN.   I completed my undergraduate nursing education at the 

University of Heidelberg School of Nursing (1991). My master’s in nursing education is from 

Humboldt University Berlin/Germany (1998) and my PhD in nursing (2009) from Loma Linda 

University. The title my dissertation is: Nurses’ spiritual care practices: Assessment, types, 

frequencies and correlates. The study surveyed 554 RNs working across different specialties in 

tertiary acute care and explored how often they had used 17 different spiritual care interventions 

in the last 72-80hours at work. Besides demographic and work place related data nurses’ spiritual 

profile was explored using the DUREL and the Daily Spiritual Experience Scale. I’m interested 

in expanding a research track in the area of spirituality and nursing. E-mail: IMamier@llu.edu. 

 

Amber McCall, PhD, FNP, RN.  Amber is a recent doctoral graduate of Georgia Health Sciences 

University (GHSU) and is currently an assistant professor at GHSU in the Clinical Nurse Leader 

program. Clinical areas of expertise include critical care, medical/surgical and hospice/end-of-

life care. Her research interests include faith-based health initiatives and interventions, and 

understanding health decision-making, as well as the role of faith in health decision-making 

among women of faith. She lives in Grovetown, Georgia and has recently completed her Family 

Nurse Practitioner certification summer 2012, with plans to continue clinically relevant research.  

E-mail: amccall@georgiahealth.edu. 

 

Clayton McClintock, MTS.  Clayton has a background in Christian theology and Buddhist 

philosophy as well as psychological and health sciences, and currently serves as a research 

assistant at the Langer Mindfulness Psychology Laboratory at Harvard and the Benson-Henry 

Institute for Mind-Body Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital. His research interests 

include the effect of contemplative training upon stress-related disease, resilience, and well-

being. Having just completed an MTS in religion and psychology at Harvard Divinity School, he 

plans to pursue a degree in clinical psychology.  E-mail: clayton.mcclintock@gmail.com.   
 

Keisha-Mechell Ward. Keisha is currently a Ministry student specializing in Clinical Pastoral 

Counseling who enjoys health promotion and community participatory research. As a former 

Health/Human Services Administrator, she discovered a deep interest in the clinical and societal 

applications of Sociology, Epidemiology and Psychiatry. Earning a B.S. from Texas Woman’s 

University and a M.S. from the University of Texas at Dallas, she is also the recipient of several 

grants, fellowships and honors including the Golden Key International Honour Society and the 

Emerging Leaders in Public Health Fellowship (ELPH) from, UNC at Chapel Hill. Dedicated to 

pre-doctoral guidance, reflective writing and progressive research this semester, Keisha aspires 
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to conduct research to advance the importance of integrated health in veteran, rehabilitative and 

geriatric care.  E-mail: kmechell@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lynda K. Middleton, MDiv, chaplain. I currently serve as the Catholic chaplain at Miami Valley 

Hospital in Dayton, Ohio.  I have a BS in biology and chemistry from Wilmington College, an 

MDiv from United Theological Seminary and an MA from the University of Cincinnati.  I did 

my Clinical Pastoral Education at Nebraska Methodist Hospital, Omaha, Nebraska.  My current 

interests include working with students in the Lay Pastoral Ministry Program for the Archdiocese 

of Cincinnati and investigating the place that giving and receiving forgiveness has in generating 

and maintaining good physical, mental and spiritual health.  E-mail: 

Lyndamiddleton9@gmail.com. 

 

Edward E. Moody, Jr., Ph.D.  I am chair of the Department of Allied Health at North Carolina 

Central University.  In addition, I have served as a minister at Tippett’s Chapel since 2000.  I 

would like to develop a program to teach counselor education students at North Carolina Central 

University how to conduct a spiritual history.  If properly designed, this could be developed into 

an online training that could have a more long-range impact.  Also, no studies have examined 

impact of religion on health from Cuba. I have a relationship with the leadership of the Free Will 

Baptist denomination in Cuba as well as the leadership of the School of Psychology at the 

University of Havana.  I have discussed with both groups the possibility of conducting research.  

Both have agreed to engage in and support this research.  This workshop would help me learn 

how to get proper funding for such an endeavor as well as how to design the most effective 

research proposal.  E-mail: emoody@nccu.edu.   

 

Tiina Nummela, Th.M.  Employed by Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital I work as the 

primary CPE supervisor of a 10 month residency program and the coordinator of a summer 

intense program. I hold a Th.M degree from the University of Helsinki, a teaching certificate 

from the University of Joensuu and am certified supervisor by the ACPE, Inc. I am currently in 

the writing phase of my D.Min thesis on pastoral care and counseling at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.  I am initiating a research component in our CPE 

residency curriculum and looking into research project options.  E-mail: 

Tiina.Nummela@rwjuh.edu. 

 

Godfrey Onime, M.D. I am a physician practicing internal medicine in various settings, 

including inpatient and outpatient work, as well as involved with hospice and palliative care, 

both as an attending physician in the inpatient unit and as the medical director for Southeastern 

Hospice in Lumberton, NC.  One commonality I have found with patients in the various settings 

I practice is a strong reliance and belief in the power of spirituality and prayer in their health, 

wellbeing and even (no, especially) their dying.   I have also been reading up on the field of 

Spirituality and Health and I’m interested in learning more about what studies are currently being 

conducted and hope to myself be involved in such research in the near future.  Furthermore, I am 

very interested in writing (my works have appeared in various publications, including the New 

York Times) and this is a field I would very much like to write about.   E-mail: 

godfrey3366@yahoo.com. 
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Christopher Oranyeli, OP. Originally I am from Nigeria in the West Coast of Africa. I am a 

Roman Catholic Priest (Dominican Order). I graduated from a school of pharmacy and was a 

board-certified, licensed and practicing hospital pharmacist in my country Nigeria. I was 

ordained a Catholic Priest in the year 2000. I served as a parochial vicar in a parish in my 

country for three years (2000-2003), after which I was sent to the United States by my religious 

superiors in 2003 as a Missionary. I spent three years (2003-2006) in Hershey, PA, under the 

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg, PA, working as a parochial vicar at St. Joan of Arc Catholic 

Church, 359 West Areba Avenue, Hershey, PA, and also as the Catholic Chaplain at Penn State 

Milton S. Hershey Medical Center and College of Medicine, after which I spent another year 

(Aug. 2006- Aug. 2007) at the same hospital doing my Clinical Pastoral Education (C.P.E.) 

Program. I was hired by the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) as a professional 

interfaith clinical staff chaplain in December, 2007. This is where I am presently. I became 

board-certified by The National Association of Catholic Chaplain (NACC) in 2008.  E-mail: 

oranyeliop@yahoo.com. 

 

Camille Z. Roddy, MA.  Camille is a seasoned fundraiser/event planner with over 15 years 

experience in working with non-profits, colleges and universities as an independent consultant.  

She has a bachelor’s degree in Public Policy from UNC Chapel Hill and enjoys art, music, travel 

and serving others. She has served in the Junior League and on the boards of Reynolda House 

Museum of American Art, Diggs Gallery of African and African American Art and the North 

Carolina Association of Festivals and Events developing certification criteria through NC State 

and Applachian State Universities.   After losing a fiance to complications of chronic kidney 

disease stemming from diabetes, she has enrolled in the MAPT program at Pfeiffer University.  

She is a deacon candidate tapping her spiritual gifts of teaching and leadership to pursue a career 

in academia.  E-mail: czroddy@hotmail.com. 

 

Bennett Sandford. Chaplain resident.  E-mail: Bennett.Sandford@va.gov. Without mentorship. 

8/2/12 payment coming from Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth 

 

Linda Skalski, MA.  I am a clinical psychology doctoral student (May 2015) at Duke University 

with an MA in religion from Duke (May 2010).  I did my undergraduate work at the University 

of Notre Dame, and graduate work in psychology at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  My 

research primarily focuses on drug use and neurocognitive functioning among HIV-infected 

individuals, and I have strong interests in the role of religious coping. I recently submitted an 

application for an NRSA training grant for a study exploring how marijuana affects brain 

functioning in HIV-infected patients. E-mail: Lms38@duke.edu 

 

Amy Rex Smith, DNSc, RN, ACNS, BC.  Background:  Nursing clinical practice:  36 years;  

current position as staff  RN on a Medical Intermediate Care Unit at the Brigham and Womens’ 

Hospital here in Boston.  Ten years  experience as a clinical nurse specialist (CNS). Current 

position:  Associate professor in the College of Nursing and Health Sciences at the University of 

Massachusetts Boston (UMB), since completing doctorate at UCLA in 1994.  Coordinate the 

Adult Health CNS program,also teach undergraduates. Research area:  Spirituality and Health.  

Use the AACN Synergy Model, focus is on hospital nursing. Current study was funded by the U-

56 Dana Farber Harvard Cancer Institute/UMB collaborative grant and examines prayer, coping, 

and well-being in cancer patients.  E-mail: Amyrex.Smith@umb.edu.  
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Sandra Sulzer, Ph.D.  Sandy is a recent Ph.D. graduate of the University of Wisconsin, Madison 

department of Sociology.  She is currently a post-doctoral fellow at the UNC-Chapel Hill, Cecil 

G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research. Her past research has included ethnographically 

examining the diagnostic process of Borderline Personality Disorder, exploring mechanisms of 

physician empathy in medical training programs, and validating self-reports of health behaviors 

using text-messaging. She is currently developing a project to challenge biomedical 

conceptualizations of health outcomes used in CAM effectiveness research, through 

ethnographic research on CAM practitioner conceptualizations of "health” and “healing” in non-

clinical settings.  E-mail: shsulzer@wisc.edu. 

 

Donald Verner.  Chaplain resident.  E-mail: Donald.Verner@va.gov.  Naval Medical Center, 

Portsmouth. 

 

Carol Weingarten M.D., Ph.D.  Dr. Weingarten was trained in biochemistry and psychiatry. She 

is currently an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Psychiatry at Duke University. Her research 

background began in magnetic resonance and later included functional magnetic resonance 

imaging. Work in psychotherapy research and interpersonal relationships expanded to 

relationships portrayed in scriptures and attachment theory in religion. Current research interests 

include MRI of Parkinson's disease and depression and psychology of religion. E-mail: 

cw175@duke.edu. 

 

Grace W. Yan, Ph.D.  Dr. Yan graduated from Rutgers University with MS (2008) and PhD 

(2011) degrees in Psychology with a specialty in Clinical Psychology. She was a mental health 

clinician at VA Connecticut Healthcare System prior to joining the New Jersey War Related 

Illness and Injury Study Center (NJ VA Health Care System) in September 2011 as a 

Postdoctoral Psychology Fellow.  Dr. Yan’s current research focuses on models of patient-

centered care. Her primary interests are the impact of spirituality and religiosity on health, and 

the use of family interventions in military populations. Her past research evaluated the use of 

community-based psycho-education on help seeking attitudes in minority populations. E-mail: 

Weiyin.Yan@va.gov.   
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