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Sherry S. Abel, R.N., B.S.N., Ph.D. student.  I graduated from Cuyahoga Community College 

in 1979 with an Associate Degree in Nursing.  In 1998 I graduated from Northeastern 

University with a BSN-MS.  I am a member of Sigma Theta Tau.   I presently work as an 

Assistant Professor at South University in the Nursing Department.  My responsibilities include 

teaching Fundamentals of Nursing and Adult 1.  In addition I work in the nursing lab.  I 

occasionally work with the students in the clinical setting.  I enrolled into the doctoral program 

at Argosy University in June of 2007.  I am on track to complete my course work in December 

2009.  At that point my research proposal will be on Spirituality of the Nurse.  Through years of 

observation of the nurse’s continual exposure to the emotional and physical pain of the patient 

and family members, I believe nurses do themselves suffer emotional trauma.  Unfortunately 

nursing schools do not include a course that is specially developed to teach students how to 

cope with patients in crisis or how to protect themselves. My proposed research will look at 

students before and after taking a 10 week course on spirituality.  E-mail: edsherry1@aol.com.  

 

Mara C. Adams, PhD.  Dr. Adams earned her B.A. and Master of Pastoral Studies from St. 

Ambrose University, Davenport, Iowa; her Ph.D. in Religious Studies from the University of 

Iowa. Her dissertation explored the manner in which Vincent de Paul understood the 

intersection of spiritual and physical health in 17
th

-century France. From 2006-2008, she taught 

nurses as part of the Health Resources and Services Administration Grant (HRSA) that was 

awarded to St. Ambrose University in partnership with Genesis Medical Center. Currently an 

associate professor of Theology of St. Ambrose, her research interests include spirituality and 

mental health, clinical uses of forgiveness, and spirituality and suffering. E-mail: 

AdamsMaraC@sau.edu.   

 

Margie Atkinson, DMin, BCC. Dr. Atkinson is Director of Pastoral Care for Morton Plant 

Mease Health Care in Clearwater, Florida.  Margie holds the D. Min. degree in Pastoral 

Theology from Brite Divinity at Texas Christian University and M. Div. degree from 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Margie has been a health care chaplain for fifteen 

years.  She is a Board Certified Chaplain with the APC.  She is Chair of the Ethics Committee 

for MPMHC and director of the health system’s Faith Community Nursing Program.  Research 

interests include measuring the impact of professional chaplains in patient satisfaction data, 

patient-centered approach to spiritual assessment and the impact of spirituality and religious 

tradition in complicated bioethical issues.  E-mail: Margie.Atkinson@baycare.org. 

 

Beverly J. R. Aurand, MDiv, MEd, MSW, PhD, LMSW has been an Associate Professor of 

Social Work at Virginia Union University in Richmond since August of 2007. She is a Lutheran 

pastor and served as a parish pastor in Pittsburgh, PA and campus pastor at the University of 

Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, and at Newberry College in 

Newberry, South Carolina. She worked for ten years as a psychotherapist at the Pittsburgh 

Pastoral Institute in Pittsburgh and for five years as a program associate in the Continuing 

Education Department at the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Social Work.  E-mail: 

bjraurand@gmail.com. 
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Gail Beddingfield.  Gail is Executive Director, Global L&D, Quintiles Transnational, 4709 

Creekstone Drive, Durham, NC  27703.  E-mail: gail.beddingfield@quintiles.com. 

 

J. Wim Brandsma, RPT, PhD. Physical therapist. The Intrinsic Minus Hand: pathokinesiology, 

reconstruction and rehabilitation. Working experience in Netherlands, Norway, Uganda, India, 

Nepal, USA and Ethiopia. Training and evaluation of programs in many more countries. Current 

position: consultant rehabilitation All Africa Leprosy, TB and Rehabilitation Training Centre, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, seconded by The Leprosy Mission International. Primary areas of work 

(incl. research): leprosy and hand reconstruction and rehabilitation.  Research future: based on 

the framework of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF-

WHO, 2001): personal and environmental factors. How do they influence health/ wellbeing?  

Currently the ICF does not even mention religiosity / spirituality as a personal factor that could 

be considered a ‘facilitator’ (‘barrier’), in ICF terminology, in  pathogenesis or salutogenesis.  E-

mail: jwbrandsma@gmail.com.   

 

Amy M. Burdette, Ph.D.  Dr. Burdette received her Ph.D. from the Department of Sociology at 

the University of Texas at Austin in 2007.  She is currently an Assistant Professor of Sociology 

at Mississippi State University.  Her research investigates connections between religious 

involvement, neighborhood context, family and health across the life course. Dr. Burdette’s work 

has appeared in outlets such as Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Social Science and 

Medicine, Journal of Family Issues, and Sociology of Religion.  E-mail: 

ABurdette@soc.msstate.edu. 

 

Jesus Cruz-Correa, M.D., F.A.C.O.G., M.Div.  I was borne in a poor neighborhood of San Juan, 

Puerto Rico, 61 years ago.  I complete a Bachelor Degree in Business Administration with a 

major in accounting in the University of Puerto Rico in l969.  I completed my medical training in 

Murcia, Spain and the Dominican Republic.  I serve as Associate Professor of Ob-Gyn in Ponce 

Medical School in Ponce, Puerto Rico, practicing gynecology in adult and youth female 

penitentiaries.  I am also a chaplain of the State Police of Puerto Rico and chaplain in 700 men 

penitentiary.  Interested in developing a Spirituality and Health Curricula in Ponce School of 

Medicine, if succeed take this model to the others schools of medicine in my country.  Member 

of the Association of Professional Chaplains and recently complete my first Unit of Clinical 

Pastoral Education. E-mail: cruzcorrea@gmail.com. 

 

Rev. Mary Katherine Dombek, doctoral graduate student. Mary Katherine is working on her 

Ph.D in Physical Education Pedagogy and Gerontology Certificate at the University of South 

Carolina. She completed ministerial school at Unity Institute where she participated in 2 prayer 

studies at Silent Unity as a telephone prayer associate. Her BA in Psychology and MA’s, in 

Physical Education and Outdoor Education were completed at the University of Akron. During 

her 4 years of ministry in a Unity church in Florida, she noticed how many of her congregants 

planned their week around doctor visits. This created an interest in the connections between 

spirituality, physical activity and health.  E-mail: marykatherine3@mac.com. 

 

Pam Driedger, MDiv.  Pam has a BA in politics from Princeton University and an MDiv from 

Yale University. She is currently serving as the Director of Spiritual Care at Eden Mental Health 

Centre in Winkler, Manitoba, Canada. Pam’s research interests centre on evaluating the impact 
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of various spiritual supports and/or spiritual care approaches on short term and long term mental 

health recovery.  She is examining whether there are spiritual care services that ought to be 

considered “essential services” within mental health because of their impact on health outcomes.  

E-mail: pdriedger@edenhealth.mb.ca. 

 

Christina Fernandez DDiv, JD, BCC.  Christina is the Vice President for Mission Integration and 

Spiritual Care Services for Catholic Healthcare West, a healthcare system with facilities in 

Arizona, California and Nevada. Christina is responsible for leadership development quality 

improvement and implementation of strategic goals and initiatives for mission and spiritual care 

services in 41 hospitals.  Christina has degrees from Stanford University, Stanford Law School 

and Sophia Divinity School.  A married mother of four adult daughters, ordained priest, board 

certified chaplain and licensed attorney, Christina has provided leadership in spiritual care and 

ethics services for the past 14 years.  E-mail: Christina.Fernandez@CHW.edu.  

 

Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman, MSW, MAJCS, BCC.  Rabbi Friedman is a pioneer in the 

development of a Jewish spiritual vision for later life. She is the founder and director of Hiddur: 

The Center for Aging and Judaism of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, which works to 

foster engaged, spiritually vibrant aging through professional education, scholarship and spiritual 

resources. Her publications include Jewish Visions for Aging: A Professional Guide for 

Fostering Wholeness and Jewish Pastoral Care: A Practical Handbook from Traditional and 

Contemporary Sources, which she edited. She was included in the Forward 50, The Forward’s 

list of influential American Jewish leaders. E-mail: dayle@ravdalia.net.    

 

Masoud Ghaffari, PhD, RN, MT.   Dr. Ghaffari is an Associate Professor in the College of 

Nursing at East Tennessee State University. His areas of specialization are educational 

psychology (learning & development), health education and community health, nursing 

management and leadership, medical technology, and medicine. His research interests include 

understanding of ontology and epistemology of human intelligence, transpersonal 

phenomenology, self-organizing theory, system theory, and constructivist learning theory. In 

addition, he has interest in school reform and holistic education. A holistic paradigm of human 

intelligence, Trinity Paradigm of Intelligence (TPI), emerged from his dissertation. He has taught 

a course entitled” Mind-Body-spirit Healing” for the past 4 years.  E-mail: 

GHAFFARI@mail.etsu.edu. 

 

Aisha Hamdan, Ph.D.  Dr. Aisha Hamdan is an Assistant Professor of Behavioral Sciences in the 

College of Medicine at the University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. She earned an M. A. in 

Clinical Psychology from Minnesota State University and a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from 

West Virginia University. She has been a Muslim for over 20 years and received a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Islamic Studies from the American Open University. Her current research interests 

include women’s mental health issues, spirituality and mental health in Muslim populations, and 

the development of spirituality in children. E-mail: ahamdan@sharjah.ac.ae. 

 

Anita P. Haze, BSN, ANP, DDiv.  I am currently attending Central Michigan University Doctor 

of Health Administration program. I have a Bachelors of Science in Nursing from Downstate 

Medical Center, 1988. I have a Masters of Science with a concentration as an Adult Nurse 

Practitioner from Long Island University, 1998. I have a Doctor of Divinity.  I have 21 years of 
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experience in various Healthcare positions. I currently work for the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York as a Regional Intake Manager of the Long Term Care Program/ AIDS Lombardi 

Program. I am the proud mother of two children and a grandmother to Aiden James Anthony 

Johnson. I am a Senior Elder at The Life Chapel, a nondenominational Church in Jamaica, 

Queens. I am Director of Christian Education. My relationship with the Lord, leads to me to do 

my dissertation on Spirituality and its effects on Health Outcomes in the HIV/AIDS population.  

E-mail: aphapcbjrc@aol.com. 

 

Terrence D. Hill, Ph.D.  Terrence is an assistant professor of sociology at the University of 

Miami. He received his PhD in sociology at the University of Texas at Austin in 2006. His 

research focuses on the social distribution of health and health-relevant behaviors. He is 

especially interested in the effects of religious involvement, neighborhood conditions, 

socioeconomic status, and social relationships. E-mail: tdh@miami.edu.     

 

James A. Houck, Ph.D., L.P.C. is a graduate of Loyola College’s Pastoral Counseling program.  

He currently is an Assistant Professor and Clinical Coordinator for the Pastoral Counseling 

program at Neumann College in Aston, PA.  He is also a Licensed Professional Counselor in 

Pennsylvania and an ordained pastor with the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the United 

Methodist Church.  Professional memberships include the American Counseling Association, 

Association for the Spiritual, Ethical, Religious, Values in Counseling, and the International 

Association for Near-Death Studies.  Publications include the journals of HIV/AIDS and Social 

Services, the Association of Franciscan Colleges and Universities, and Near-Death Studies.   E-

mail: houckj@neumann.edu.   

 

Debbie Huckaby, RN, BBA, MBA.  Debbie is a Registered Nurse with thirty-four years of acute 

healthcare experience. Debbie received an ADN, a BBA and a MBA. In response to a call to the 

ministry, Debbie received a Masters in Theology from Wheaton College in 2007 and will begin 

Seminary at Candler School of Theology Emory University this fall. Debbie is a Parish 

Nurse/Parish Nurse Coordinator and in 2008 founded the Parish Nurse Resource Center, Inc. 

(PNRC) a non-profit corporation dedicated to promoting physical, mental, and spiritual health 

and healing through the development and support of Parish Nurses and Health and Wellness 

Ministries. E-mail: debbiehuckaby@charter.net. 

 

Allison Keuning, Ph.D., L.P.  Dr. Keuning is a graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary in 

Pasadena, California, where she received a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology and an M.A. in 

Theology.  She also completed one year of postdoctoral fellowship at UCLA in HIV clinical 

research in 2004.  Dr. Keuning is currently an assistant professor of psychology at Northwestern 

College in St. Paul, Minnesota, as well as  a consulting neuropsychologist on an  acute 

rehabilitation unit in Minneapolis. In her spare time, Dr. Keuning enjoys Bikram Yoga.  

Research interests are “under constructions” but include investigating the neuropsychological 

correlates of wisdom and spirituality in the elderly. E-mail: arkeuning@nwc.edu.  

 

Suk-Sun Kim, RN, Ph.D. Suk-Sun is a post doctoral fellow at the Duke Center for Spirituality, 

Theology, and Health. She did her undergraduate work at the School of Nursing, Ewha Women’s 

University in Korean and her doctoral work at the College of Nursing, University of Arizona.  

Her major research interests included: family religion/spirituality and health; meaning and 
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expressions of family spirituality; the health effects of family spirituality; family support and 

coping of elders’ family caregiving in the context of Korean family culture. She is currently 

conducting research to explore the meaning of family spirituality, the health effects of family 

spirituality and test and revise Kim’s (2006) Family Spiritual Interdependence Theory in family 

relationships of immigrant Korean American elders in NC. She also has extensive experience in 

research analysis, particularly with dyad analysis using actor-partner-interdependence model.  E-

mail: suksunkim@gmail.com.   

 

Victoria Kumorowski, BCC, DMin student.   Vickie serves as the Director of Spiritual Care at 

the Genesis Healthcare System in Zanesville, Ohio. While representing the Ethics Committee, I 

also serve as the bioethics mediator for the entire system.  Before becoming an ordained minister 

and a board certified chaplain, I practiced law in Kansas for twenty-four years, including four 

years as a state trial court judge.  Since 1992, I have researched the major legal, medical, ethical, 

and spiritual issues raised by advances in our genetic technology.  I am currently working on my 

thesis for a Doctorate in Ministry in Formational Counseling through Ashland Theological 

Seminary.  E-mail: VKumorowski@genesishcs.org.   

 

Andy Lampkin, Ph.D.  Andy currently teaches theology and bioethics at Loma Linda University. 

In 2000, he earned a Doctoral degree from the graduate school at Vanderbilt University in the 

program, Religion, Ethics, and Society.  He has focused much of his academic career on the 

intersections of Christian faith, health care, public health, and social justice. Dr. Lampkin has 

received funding from the NIH to better understand the Barriers to Health Research Among 

African American Seventh-day Adventists. Additionally, he has served as an advisor and 

consultant to Adventist health Study II, a nationwide longitudinal study. Presently, he is a co-

investigator of the nationwide Adventist Religion and Health Study, exploring the relationship 

between religion and health outcomes. He is also an associate scholar at the Center for Christian 

Bioethics at Loma Linda University.   E-mail: alampkin@llu.edu.   

 

Samah Mohamed Mahmoud.  Samah is a fulltime PhD research student at Kings College, 

London.  She comes from Abu Dhabi that is the capital of United Arab Emirates where she was 

working as Nursing Director, Sheikh Khalifah Medical City.  She got her MSc Nursing Studies 

from Cardiff University, UK. The main aim of her research study is to explore the client’s 

illness’ experiences and the influences of spirituality on their health well-being, and to evaluate 

the impact of nurses’ regarding the possible effects or the mechanisms that involved client’s 

spiritual well-being and the possibility for improving clients’ health outcome and their views 

regarding delivering spiritual care. E-mail: samah.mahmoud@kcl.ac.uk. 

 

Kay Mantiply-Clark, GNP-BC.  Kay has been in nursing for 30 years.  She has a career long 

interest in elders.  Kay holds a BSN and a MSN from the University of Virginia and a post –

Masters Certificate as a GNP from UNC-Greensboro.  She is a student at Duke in the DNP 

Program.  She works for Mission Hospital in Asheville in the Community Health Enhancement 

Department.  She runs the outpatient Elder Clinic, a service that focuses on high risk, frail and 

vulnerable elders.  She teaches in the hospital’s Geriatric Resource Nurse program and in the 

community on a variety of aging topics.  Her current interests focus on the oldest old, 

“gerotranscendence”, relevance of relationship based education and work design to geriatric 
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patient care and to the provision of spiritual care, especially to the oldest-old. E-mail: 

Kay.Clark@msj.org.   

 

Kristi Mizelle, M.D.  Kristi’s love for God and science translated into the callings of ministry 

and medicine.  While obtaining her undergraduate degree at Spelman College, Kristi completed 

an exchange program in the United Kingdom and became fascinated with public health.  

Therefore, she completed an internship with the Surgeon General, David Satcher, and completed 

a Master of Public Health degree at Johns Hopkins University.  Subsequently, Kristi completed 

medical school at the University of Virginia, internal medicine residency at the Johns Hopkins 

Hospital.  She is currently a rheumatology fellow at The Johns Hopkins Hospital.  Kristi’s future 

includes an academic career researching spirituality and medicine.  E-mail: Kmizell1@jhmi.edu.   

 

Vicky Robinson, R.N., M.Sc. Vicky is a Consultant Nurse in Palliative and End of Life Care, 

Guy’s and St. Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust in London.  She has worked in palliative care 

since 1988. Vicky has clinical responsibilities at GSTT in the hospital and community, 

contributing to and leading nursing developments.  Vicky is particularly driven by the unique 

position held by nurses in end of life care, multidisciplinary and multi-agency teamwork, and 

spiritual care.  Her MSc dissertation reviewed the literature on how spiritual care is managed at 

the end of life in the UK. She is a member of the National Council for Palliative Care Ethics 

Committee and consultant editor of the End of Life Care journal, and has written and spoken on 

assisted suicide and euthanasia to the House of Lords and in the media.  E-mail: 

Vicky.Robinson@gstt.nhs.uk. 

 

Tory Seif, Ph.D. Dr. Seif completed his undergraduate degree at Western Michigan University in 

1999, and subsequently earned his MA and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from The University of 

Mississippi.  Following an internship at Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services (PRCMHS), 

which focused on the integration of spirituality and psychology, he took positions with PRCMHS 

providing psychological assessments and psychotherapy for children, adolescents, and adults. Dr. 

Seif has been with PRCMHS since 2005 and currently serves as a full-time outpatient therapist.  

His research interests center on the integration of spirituality and psychotherapy, faith-based 

marital treatment, and psychoeducational/preventative protocols for victims of stalking. E-mail: 

Tory.Seif@PineRest.org.     

 

Sr. Mary Clare Smith. Sr. Mary Clare is a counseling psychology doctoral student writing a 

dissertation on cognitive and spiritual development (Cleveland State University). She is a 

member of APA Division 36 (Psychology of Religion), an art therapist counselor (Ursuline 

College), and has masters’ degrees in religious education (University of St. Thomas) and history 

(John Carroll University). She has taught college (religious studies, history, and art) and served 

as a parish director of religious education. A Sister of Notre Dame, her research interest is 

integrating spirituality/religion with psychology.  E-mail:csmith@ndec.org.   

 

Makoto Uchiyama.  I am Japanese by citizenship, but was born in Bangkok, Thailand, and grew 

up in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia until high school.  I came to Portland, Oregon, for my 

undergraduate degree and majored in biochemistry.  While I was in college I got interested in 

medicine and decided to pursue my path to become a physician through A.T. Still University (an 

osteopathic medical school) in Kirksville, Missouri, where I am a medical student.  I was drawn 
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to the osteopathic medical institution because of its emphasis on “mind, body, and spirit” and 

how they are connected in forming a person’s health.  I hope to be in a part of the workshop to 

strengthen my understanding of how spirituality can influence a person’s wellbeing.  E-mail: 

muchiyama@atsu.edu. 

 

Sarah VanHooser, PhD.  Dr. VanHooser is a Post Doctoral Fellow at the Center for Spirituality, 

Theology and Health at Duke University. She completed her doctoral training in Community, 

Research & Action at Vanderbilt University, where she also received a Masters in Community 

Development.  Sarah’s research interests include addiction and mental illness, especially among 

women, and the (potential) role of communities in providing a context for healing.  Sarah has 

conducted research with communities in Ecuador, Argentina, and the United States.  Her most 

recent project was an ethnography of a two-year residential recovery community for women with 

histories of abuse, addiction, and prostitution.  Email: sarah.e.vanhooser@Vanderbilt.Edu. 

 

Reverend John Watts.  Reverend Watts is a chaplain at Guys and St Thomas Hospital, 

working with kidney patients. His special interest is spiritual care in chronic illness. He is 

undertaking a Ph D thesis at King College London, Centre for Biomedicine and Society 

entitled Narrative and spirituality biographical and spiritual disruption in renal patients.  

John had a previous career as an architect before retraining and becoming a chaplain in 

2001. He is married with 3 children and 2 grandchildren. E-mail: 

John.Watts@gstt.nhs.uk.  

 

Mary H. Wilson, MSN, RN.  Currently, I am a doctoral student attending East Carolina 

University College of Nursing in Greenville, North Carolina. My clinical nursing 

experience includes many years of both acute and outpatient care of adults with 

cardiovascular disease; including heart failure, cardiac surgery, coronary artery disease, 

and cardiac arrhythmias. I have a primary research interest in the relationship of 

spirituality and quality of life in patients living with heart failure in rural southeastern 

North Carolina. Additionally, I would like to examine the impact of culture and 

spirituality on the health of African American women living with the challenges of 

cardiovascular disease.   E-mail: wilsonm@ecu.edu.   

 

Beverly Yahnke, PhD.  Dr. Yahnke is a clinical psychologist and Executive Director of 

DOXOLOGY, a non-profit organization that provides intensive training for clergy.  

DOXOLOGY’s interdisciplinary curriculum equips pastors to enhance the counsel and 

care they provide for parishioners while attending to their own spiritual and emotional 

well-being, as well. (Learn more at www.DOXOLOGY.us.)   DOXOLOGY is providing 

a learning experience characterized by clergy as “transformational,” “ministry saving” 

and “the best post-graduate experience I’ve ever attended.” The Duke program is 

essential to translate one year of anecdotal successes into metrics documenting 

DOXOLOGY’s powerful spiritual and emotional benefits for clergy. E-mail: 

yahnke@wi.rr.com. 

 

James D. Yoder, Jr., MDiv, PhD student.  Jim is a board certified chaplain with the 

Association of Professional Chaplains. Holding an MDiv from Lancaster Theological 

Seminary, Lancaster, PA, Jim completed a two-year residency in Clinical Pastoral 
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Education at Lehigh Valley Hospital, Allentown, and subsequently was employed by 

ManorCare Health Services in South-central PA and later at DuBois Regional Medical 

Center, DuBois, PA. He currently serves as the night chaplain at Pitt County Memorial 

Hospital, Greenville, NC. In addition, Jim is a part-time PhD student at East Carolina 

University, Greenville, in the Medical Family Therapy Program. The realm of research is 

a new and exciting world for him.  E-mail: jdy4apc.stuff@suddenlink.net.   
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