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2007 Duke Spirituality & Health Research Class (August) 

 

 

Kevin Adams, MDiv.  For the past 5 years I have been a Staff Chaplain at Cincinnati Children's 

Hospital working primarily with the Liver/Small Bowel Transplant Team.  Current research 

interests include: Non-Medical Issues affecting outcomes in the liver/small bowel transplant 

population; methods of tracking chaplain activity and its impact on Healthcare Delivery.  I have 

a BA-Religious Studies UNC-Chapel Hill; MDiv Southern Baptist Seminary Louisville, KY; 2-

year CPE Residency Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center.  I am currently in a 

discernment process for PhD application in Health-related Sciences Virginia Commonwealth 

University (this seminar is part of that process). Contact: Kevin.Adams@cchmc.org. 

 

Tammy L. Anthony, M.D.  I graduated from SUNY Upstate Medical University in 1986, 

completed my internship, residency/chief residency in Internal Medicine at Upstate and 

am a Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine, working at the Syracuse VA Medical 

Center. As Anticoagulation clinic director and MOVE (Managing Overweight and 

Obesity in Veterans Everywhere) Program Coordinator, I have been and am site 

investigator for several clinical research studies.  MOVE, a national VA weight loss 

program (www.move.va.gov), utilizes a questionnaire, and individual and group counseling 

to help personalize programs for veterans (400+ in Syracuse) and  incorporates nutrition, 

physical activity and behavior modifications to encourage lifestyle changes, but does not 

offer a spiritual component. I am very interested in assessing the impact that a spiritual 

component offered by our hospital chaplains may have on our program and veterans, and 

their sense of wellbeing, depression, anxiety, and the many other areas and factors that 

may be associated with obesity.  Contact: tammy.Anthony@va.gov. 

 

Rev. Deborah Boucher-Payne, M.Div., doctoral candidate.  I have a B.S. in Education 

from The University of Texas and a M.Div. from Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary. In addition, I am in the last year of a doctoral program at United Theological 

Seminary. Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), I have been in ministry for 17 

years. Currently, I serve as the Director of Pastoral Care and Patient Services at The 

Nebraska Medical Center and teach medical students at The University of Nebraska 

Medical Center as adjunct faculty with the College of Public Health. Contact: 

DBoucherPayne@nebraskamed.com.  

 

Richard O. Brown, D.Min., BCC, is the lead chaplain at Syracuse VA Medical Center in 

Syracuse, NY. He has also served as a generalist in parish ministry as a pastor.  He has 

been a chaplain in the U.S. Army and in hospitals and was a pastoral counselor for many 

years.  The topic of his Doctor of Ministry dissertation was “The Pastoral Care of 

Depressed Persons.”  He has had an interest in research for many years, and is 

particularly interested in the measurement of religion/spirituality.  He will also be 

involved in a research project that concerns overweight and obesity, and will be involved 

with Dr. Anthony and Rev. David James in this effort. Contact: 

Richard.Brown8@va.gov. 
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Rachel Cobb, RN, MDiv, doctoral candidate.  Rachel is the Director of Spiritual 

Formation for WMU of Virginia. She is a Registered Nurse and holds a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Nursing and a Master of Divinity Degree. She is currently a Doctoral 

Candidate at Virginia Commonwealth University, School of Nursing with a focus in 

Spirituality and Healing. She holds a Certificate of Completion in Spiritual Direction 

from the RUAH School of Spiritual Guidance and has done post-graduate study in the 

area of Parish Ministry. She has worked as research associate on an NCCAM study 

involving stress interventions for people with HIV disease.  Contact: 

RKLYNCH@aol.com.   

 

Libby Conley, M.Div., is a chaplain with Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health. I have a 

Master of Divinity with a concentration in pastoral care and attended a post-master's 

residency program specializing in behavioral health. I am a chaplain at the Alexian 

Brothers Behavioral Health Hospital serving adolescent, eating disorder and self-injury 

patients. I provide spirituality groups, 1:1 visits and worship to both in-patients and 

partial hospital patients.  I provide non-religious, generally spiritual content for my 

groups. This is different from traditional chaplaincy and may be harder to quantify. Most 

research I have read focuses on religious behavior. How can we begin to measure 

interventions that are more spiritual than religious?  Contact: Libby.Conley@abbhh.net. 

 

David E. Crum, D. Min.  After 22 years as a small business owner, I entered seminary in 

1974, and was ordained in 1978, followed by three years in parish ministry, and 24 years 

in Pastoral Counseling.  I returned to seminary in 1993 to develop the integration of 

Bowen Family Systems Theory and Process Theology; my thesis was titled, “The Wise 

Elder Project: A Systems Approach to Valuing Elders in the Congregation Through 

Training And Involvement in the Ministry of Pastoral Care.” Professional credentials 

include ordination, United Church of Christ, Fellow, American Association of Pastoral 

Counselors, and Licensed Professional Counselor, Board of Behavioral Health and 

Therapy, State of Minnesota. Contact: decrum@crum.cc.   

 

Karin M. Derenne, DMin. I am currently serving as Director of Spiritual Services for Affinity 

Health System. This entails responsibility for the chaplains and all spiritual initiatives for three 

hospitals, long-term care facility and 18 clinics. I have served in this role for 5 years, 4 years as 

chaplain and 4 years as Parish Pastor. I am an ordained Lutheran Pastor with a Master of 

Divinity degree and a Board Certified Chaplain with APC. I am currently working on a D. Min 

in pastoral care and certification as a clinical pastoral educator. I reside in Oshkosh Wisconsin 

with my husband and three children. Contact: kderenne@affinityhealth.org.  

 

Sandy DiVitale, M.S.  Currently, I am a researcher at Emory University's Clinical 

Neuroscience Research Unit (ECNRU), working expressly on our study for Mindfulness-

Based Stress Reduction vs. Supportive Therapy for our returning Iraq veterans already 

experiencing early onset PTSD. My position is predicated upon my Mind and Life 

Research Fellowship, earned through an annual international competition between 

graduate students in neuroscience and psychology. The Mind and Life Institute itself is a 

nonprofit organization, co-founded by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and leading Western 
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neuroscientists to foster a dialogue between contemplative practices and Western 

medicine, neuroscience, and psychotherapy.  Contact: sdivitale@gmail.com. 

 

Willa Doswell, RN, Ph.D.  Dr. Doswell, Associate Professor in the Health Promotion 

Department of the University of Pittsburgh's School of Nursing, is a Fellow of the 

American Academy of Nursing, and is a reviewer for Nursing Research Journal on 

Adolescence and Nursing Outlook.  One major area of research is the role of spirituality 

in relation to sexual behavior among adolescent African American girls.  She has funded 

research from the University of Pittsburgh, the National Institute of Nursing Research, 

and the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.  She currently serves 

as a member of the NIH/NINR CSR on Children and Families IRG, and the National 

Library of Medicine Technical Review Committee.  She just completed a four-year term 

to the NIH/NICHD Federal Advisory Committee on the National Child Study. Contact: 

wdoswell@comcast.ne.     

 

Linda L. Dunn, D.S.N., RN, is a professor at The University of Alabama Capstone College of 

Nursing, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  She currently teaches at both the undergraduate and graduate 

level.  Her clinical area of expertise is women’s health, primarily childbearing.  Dr. Dunn’s 

research trajectory also focuses on women’s health with a particular interest in spiritual care. 

professor of nursing, University of Alabama.  Contact: ldunn@bama.ua.edu.   

 

Joanne Walker Flowers, PhD, MPH.  For the past 25 years, I have been worked in public 

health.  I hold a master of public health from the University of Pittsburgh and a doctor of 

philosophy from the University of Texas in environmental health sciences.  After 

working for six years as an environmental epidemiologist with the Washington State 

Department of Health, I joined the faculty at East Tennessee State University.  I am 

within 24 hours of completing my master of divinity and have developed an interest in 

the relationship between spirituality and health among African Americans. Contact: 

FLOWERS@mail.etsu.edu.  

 

David Franczyk, PhD candidate.  I am currently a second year PhD student in the School of 

Social Work at Loyola University Chicago. I received an MSW from Loyola University Chicago 

in 2006; and, a BA in International Relations from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 

1974.  I’ve been working in the financial services profession for the past 25 years and am 

preparing for my second career in clinical social work. My professional social work experience 

thus far has been limited to three graduate internships primarily in a residential eating disorder 

treatment center at a psychiatric hospital in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ultimately, I hope to engage 

in a private psychotherapy practice, to teach and to continue with research in the area of 

addictions.  My research interest for my dissertation is in the general area of spirituality and 

behavioral health and will likely be narrowed to spirituality and addictive diseases. Contact: 

david.franczyk@sbcglobal.net.   

 

Prakash Gangdev, MBBS, MD, FFPsych, MRCPsych.  Dr. Gangdev is Associate Professor of 

Psychiatry, University of Western Ontario, Ontario, Canada.  He trained in Bombay, India -

MBBS 1982, MD (Psychiatry), 1985. Practiced psychiatry in Bombay and was impressed by the 

protective effects of religious beliefs. Later practiced in other countries-South Africa, New 
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Zealand, Australia, UK and now in Canada. He once published a case report on OCD outcome 

when a patient used religious paradigm with beneficial effects. He is particularly keen to 

research on cross religious and cross-cultural aspects of forgiveness and intend to disseminate its 

importance to psychiatry colleagues and patients.  Contact: 

Prakash.Gangdev@sjhc.london.on.ca. 

 

Mary A. Garza, Ph.D., MPH.  is an assistant professor in Behavioral and Community Health 

Sciences Department and deputy director of the Center for Minority Health at the Graduate 

School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh. She received her training in the social 

behavioral sciences and cancer epidemiology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health. Dr. Garza’s research interests include cancer health disparities and understanding the 

psychosocial and behavioral determinants of health behavior, specifically related to sustained 

compliance with cancer screening. Currently, she conducts behavioral and cancer clinical trial 

research involving the use of biomarkers related to colorectal cancer risk.   Contact: 

mgarza@cmh.pitt.edu. 

 

Deborah Gromack, M.A., MT-BC, is a Ph.D. student in The Expressive Therapies 

Program at Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where she received her M.A. 

in Expressive Therapies and Music Therapy in 1998. Deborah obtained her B.S. in 

Psychology from UMASS, Amherst in 1988, where she was a Research Assistant. 

Deborah is Director of the Memory Impairment Program at the Goddard House in 

Brookline, Massachusetts, Teacher of the Alzheimer’s Association’s “Train the Trainer” 

course, graduate student site supervisor, seminar presenter and vocalist.  She enjoys 

performing Jazz music within sacred settings. Deborah’s  research focus is on the 

Spiritual Lives of Alzheimer’s patients. [Deborah is staying at Carol's Garden Inn, and 

she says that they have two rooms and a special 'corporate' rate of $55 a night for a stay 

of 5 or more nights.]  Contact: dgromack@RadiusManagement.com. 

 

The Rev. David Hamilton, DMin., is an Episcopal priest and  Director of  the Spiritual Resource 

Center and Supervisor of Clinical Pastoral Education at Fletcher Allen Health Care in 

Burlington, Vermont.  He has served as a parish minister, Licensed Pastoral Psychotherapist 

(State of NH), hospital chaplain, training director for pastoral psychotherapy at Andover Newton 

Theological School, on the adjunct faculties of St. Michael’s College and Vermont College and 

of the Templeton Foundation Grant for Spirituality and Medicine at the University of Vermont 

College of Medicine.  He is a Diplomate of the American Association of Pastoral Counselors. 

 Contact: David.Hamilton@vtmednet.org.   

 

Michelle Hemingway, M.D.  I have a BA in psychology and BS in Biochemistry from the 

University of North Texas. I graduated with an MD from Boston University School of Medicine 

in 1986 and did one year of Family Medicine residency at the University of Massachusetts in 

Worcester. I did urgent care medicine for 10 years, then 3 years of long term care, including 

home visits, and then occupational health for 5 years. I am currently doing transfusion medicine 

with a dermatologist who deals with the autoimmune blistering skin diseases.  I have always had 

an interest in alternative medicine and have training in exercise physiology, nutrition, herbal 

medicine, functional medicine, cranial sacral therapy, a basic understanding of Chinese medicine 

and even crystals.  Contact: mhemingway@enlightennext.org. 
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Verna Hutchinson, R.Ph., BSc.Pharm., M.Div.  I am a pharmacist in a rural hospital affiliated 

with an academic health science centre. Following studying pharmacy at the undergraduate and 

graduate levels at the University of Pittsburgh and after practicing and teaching in the clinical 

setting for a number of years, I returned to school and obtained a Masters of Divinity degree. I 

teach in the McMaster Divinity College Parish Nursing Institute and represent the College on the 

Medical School’s Palliative Education Committee. My research interests are studying the impact 

of proxy reported outcomes on cancer patients and their families undergoing systemic treatment 

and creating interdisciplinary learning opportunities.  Contact info: 

vhutchinson@gmch.fergus.net. 

 

Rev. David James, is a certified Catholic chaplain at VA Medical Center, Syracuse, New York. 

Attended Syracuse University and Christ the King School of Theology.  He has a Bachelor of 

Arts in Psychology and a Masters in pastoral Ministry.  He has been a Catholic priest for 16 

years, and now with the VA Spiritual Care Department for 15 years.  He has always been 

interested in things dealing with spirituality and medicine, and will be working as part of Dr. 

Anthony’s team to work on research dealing with relationship between spirituality and weight 

loss.  Contact: David.James2@va.gov. 

 

Alexis Kant, PhD candidate.  After receiving her Bachelor of Arts (with Honors) in 

Psychology and Spanish from Johns Hopkins University, Alexis Kant completed a Post-

Baccalaureate Premedical Program at Tufts University. For the next two years, Alexis 

served as a Research Assistant at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles investigating pediatric 

pain management, posttraumatic stress disorder, and complementary and alternative 

therapies. Currently, Alexis is pursuing her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, with a health 

emphasis, at the California School of Professional Psychology in Los Angeles. As a first-

year doctoral student, Alexis is designing a study for her research practicum addressing 

spirituality in children with chronic pain/illness. Contact: alexiskant@gmail.com 

 

Sultan Ali Lakhani, MD. Director of geriatric psychiatry, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. I graduated from Dow Medical college, Karachi in 1979. Had MPH from The 

Johns Hopkins University in 1989. Completed residency in Psychiatry at Virginia 

Commonwealth University(VCU) Health System, Richmond in 1994 and Fellowship in 

Geriatric Psychiatry in 1995. Currently, I am the Director of Geriatric Psychiatry, 

Associate Medical Director Inpatient Psychiatry and Associate  Director of Geriatric 

Psychiatry Fellowship at VCU Health System, Richmond, Virginia . I am Boarded in 

Adult Psychiatry and Psychosomatic Medicine, My research interest is in Spirituality in 

Dementia. Contact: LakhaniMD1@aol.com 

 

Serena Lin, D.D.  Although she is small in stature and soft-spoken, Serena possesses the 

drive and means to follow her passions.  The State University of New York at Stony 

Brook needed ministering; she became the Director of Baptist Campus Ministry, serving 

more than a thousand students and eventually winning 1
st
 place recognition for 

chaplaincy by the Southern Baptist Convention.  The area Chinese also needed a 

congregation, and she ministered a church for more than ten years.  She wanted her two 

children to grow into learned and articulate citizens, and they have both gone on to top-
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tier colleges.  And most importantly, her thirteen-year-old cocker spaniel, Coco, also 

demands a weekly wash and grooming; this too she does on a regular basis. Contact: 

serenalin@gmail.com. 

 

Ben Marcantonio, MFT, is the southern regional director for homecare at San Diego 

Hospice & Palliative Care, and oversees the Chaplains and the Certified Home Health 

Aides for the agency. His career encompasses directorships at Scripps Healthcare and 

Charter Hospital, in San Diego, adjunct faculty at University of Phoenix and 

Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of San Diego. His education includes a Master 

of Science in Counseling (SDSU), a Masters of Education in Administrative Leadership 

(USD), a Bachelors of Sacred Theology (Gregorian University, Rome Italy) and a 

Bachelors of Philosophy (USD). Contact: BMarcantonio@SDHospice.org. 

 

Karen Mundy, PhD, is Professor of Sociology at Lee University in Cleveland, 

Tennessee.  She received her Ph.D in sociology from the University of Tennessee in 

1985, specializing in medical sociology and epidemiology, and sociology of religion and 

religious movements.  She continued her post-doctoral studies in epidemiology in the 

School of Public Health at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, later receiving a 

sabbatical to work in their sociology department. Recently she spent a year as a visiting 

scholar in the School of Divinity at Duke University. In the summer of 2005, she 

attended the Hopkins School of Public Health to research the global health consequences 

of human rights violations.  The material from this course, as well as ongoing research in 

South Africa and a family history in Guatemala, led her to develop a course on Social 

Justice and Human Rights.  She is currently on the Steering Committee of the Christian 

Sociological Society, and completing the third year of faith-based research in South 

Africa. Contact: kmundy@leeuniversity.edu.  

 

John E. Perez, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University 

of Massachusetts, Boston.  His research focuses on the ways multicultural populations use 

religious and spiritual resources (e.g., prayer, support from religious communities) to cope with 

stressful life events and chronic illnesses, particularly HIV/AIDS and cancer.  In addition, he 

studies cultural mechanisms that buffer high-risk individuals against depression and 

interventions that are intended to prevent depression.  Currently, Dr. Perez is running a mixed 

methods study on the use of prayer to cope with advanced-stage cancer. His research has been 

funded by APA, NIMH, and NCI.  Contact: john.perez@umb.edu. 

 

Jeffrey Rediger, M.D., M.Div.  Dr. Rediger is medical director at McLean Hospital Southeast in 

Boston, MA and an instructor in the Department of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. He 

has a Master of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological Seminary and publishes in the fields 

of medicine, psychiatry and spirituality.  He is interested in the degree to which matters of mind 

and spirit can influence the physical world.  More particularly, he wants to understand the issues 

connected with the spiritual healing of physical and mental illness.  And the objective laws of 

spiritual development.  Dr. Rediger’s wife is also registering for the workshop and will be 

accompanying him.  Contact: Jeffrey.rediger@hms.harvard.edu. 
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Franklin Santana Santos MD, PhD.  I completed my graduate education at the Federal 

University of Bahia School of Medicine in 1990 and my medical residence training, 

internal medicine and geriatric and gerontology, at the Hospital das Clínicas at the São 

Paulo University (1995). I am board certified in geriatric medicine and psychogeriatrics. 

My doctoral work was related to delirium in elderly patient submitted to bypass surgery 

at São Paulo University (2000), and a postdoctoral fellowship at Karolinska Institute-

Sweden (2004) involving delirium and neuroimaging in elderly.  I am currently professor 

of Scientific Methodology, Death Education, Spiritism and Science at Santa Cecília 

University and supervisor of master and doctoral degrees in Clinical Emergency at São 

Paulo University School of Medicine.  My major research interests include altered states 

of conscious, delirium, death education and health and spirituality. Contact: 

franklinssantos@hotmail.com.   

 

Harold A. Scarbro, Ph.D.  President of Scarbro Educational Consulting, Inc., a company 

providing statistical services and project proposal assistance to public school districts.  

He is a former school psychologist and Title I Director.  His principal research interests 

are the psychology of aging and studies of religion and health which are replicable and in 

which there are clearly defined and measurable independent and dependent variables. 

Contact: harold@scarbro.com.   

 

Susan J. Schumacher, Ph.D. Dr. Schumacher is an Associate Professor in the Psychology 

Department at North Carolina A&T State University.  She received her Ph.D. in 

physiological psychology at UNC-G.  Although licensed as a Practicing Psychologist, she 

prefers research, both human and animal.  She has done biological and behavioral 

research with animals on hypertension and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.  Now, 

she is investigating the use of alternative therapies, such as QiGong for the Elderly, a 

Meditation/Prayer/Relaxation combination, and Biofeedback, to decrease blood pressure 

in the older African American population.  Her grant awards to her University total 

nearly two million dollars. Contact: drsueres@yahoo.com 

 

Terry Wolfer, PhD.  Wolfer is an Associate Professor in the College of Social Work, 

University of South Carolina (USC) where he teaches micro and macro social work 

practice, research and evaluation, and the MSW capstone course. He has edited 

collections of decision cases for social work education on generalist social work practice, 

religion and spirituality, and death and dying. He edits Aretê, the College’s professional 

journal, and serves on the editorial boards of Social Work and Christianity, Journal of 

Religion and Spirituality in Social Work, and Journal of Social Work in Palliative and 

End-of-Life Care. His research interests include faith-related social services, 

volunteerism, social work education, and psychological trauma.  Terryw@gwm.sc.edu. 

 

Amica Simmons Yon, PharmD is currently a second year PhD student in the Division of 

Pharmaceutical Outcomes and Policy at UNC-Chapel Hill School of Pharmacy.  Dr. Yon 

has both wet-bench science and clinical practice experience.  Her past educational and 

training experience includes an Honors Chemistry degree, which she used as an Organic 

Chemist at two phenomenal industry corporations: Research Triangle International (RTI) 

and Merck & Co., Inc.  Subsequently, she obtained her Doctor of Pharmacy degree and 
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then decided to enter the PhD program. Her current research interest includes how 

spirituality/religious involvement impacts patient decision-making and compliance with 

therapeutic regimens. Contact: asimmons@email.unc.edu 
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