
2005 Duke Spirituality & Health Research Classes (July 5-9 and July 19-23) 
 

 

July 5-9, 2005 Class 

Hubert (Ali) T. Alimezelli.  I generally go by Ali Tote. I was born in Cameroon, Africa 

and moved to Canada 7 years ago. I hold dual citizenship of both countries. I have been 

married to my wife Dominique for 4 years. I am currently studying at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. I expect to graduate in December 

2006 and starting January 2007 I will, God willing, begin doctoral studies towards a PhD 

in Community Health and Epidemiology with focus on Spirituality/Religion and Health 

while at the same time serving part-time in a congregation.  Contact: ali.tote@usask.ca  

 

Marieluisa Auterson Dipl. Psych., M.A.   Christian Believer. Jungian/Adlerian 

Psychotherapist. Degrees: Switzerland Psychologist (1977), University of Arizona 

M.A. (1982 ). Private practice since 1977. Lecturing, workshops since 1984. 

Research: Establishing a specific Early Memory link between the presenting 

physical/emotional/mental dysfunction and a broken or distorted love bond.  (668 

case  studies. Convention presentations: 87/88 /92 /97/02 /03 ). Founding 

Member:  Alfred Adler Institute,  Zurich, 1977 and British Columbia Association 

of Clinical Counselors (BCACC) 1988. Affiliations: Adler School of Professional 

Psychology, Vancouver and North American Society of Adlerian Psychology 

(NASAP), Chicago. Currently writing book entitled:  “Kindle the Flame of 

Love.”  Contact: mariesa@shaw.ca  

 

David Bell, M.Div.  I received my M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and I 

am entering my 5
th

 year of the Ph.D. program in the religion at Emory University.  My 

career trajectory is to be a psychologist of religion.  Having finished my exams this 

Spring, I am preparing to write my dissertation proposal for early September.  Mostly 

grounded in work by Erik Erikson and William James, my studies have centered on 

lifespan developmental psychology, cognitive science, and evolutionary theory.  My 

interest has been in measuring subjective well-being, aging, and religious identity.  I am 

teaching Psychology of Religion for Ralph Hood at UTC and for Emory University this 

Fall.  My hope is that the workshop will help me gain clarity in my dissertation proposal. 

dmbell@LearnLink.Emory.Edu 

 

Patrick Bennett, Ph.D.  Patrick Bennett recently received his Ph.D. in Social Psychology 

at the University of Nevada, Reno.  This fall he will be joining the psychology faculty at 

Indiana State University.  In addition to teaching, he will be conducting research in 

affiliation with Indiana State University's Center for Health, Religion, and Spirituality.  

Patrick's research deals with the impact of prayer on physical and emotional health when 

dealing difficult life experiences.  In particular, this research examines the role of prayer 

as self-disclosure to God which allows individuals to make meaning from difficult life 

experiences and can lead to improved health outcomes. Contact: 

patrickb@unr.nevada.edu 
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Nancy D. Blasdell PhDc, RN.  I am currently working at University of Massachusetts 

Dartmouth, College of Nursing as a  full time visiting lecturer.  I teach junior and senior 

level medical-surgical nursing. I also work as a clinical instructor 2 days a week at St. 

Anne's Hospital on the telemetry unit.  My area of research interest is post MI patients 

and spirituality.  I am pursuing my PhD at the University of Rhode Island College of 

Nursing and I am at the proposal stage. Contact: nancyrn007@cox.net 

 

Sharon Bowland.  I am a clinical social worker by training. In 1993 I received a Masters 

in Pastoral Studies. Currently I am in the third year of a Ph.D. program at Washington 

University. My area of interest is in assisting women, and especially aging women, to 

connect with spiritual and/or religious resources, and to transform negative religious 

experiences in ways that may be helpful to recovery from domestic violence, sexual 

assault or childhood sexual abuse. For my dissertation research, I plan to conduct a study 

with older women who are survivors of abuse and violence using a spirituality and 

trauma group intervention. Contact: sbowland@wustl.edu 

 

Wilma Calvert, RN, Ph.D.  Contact: calvertw@psychiatry.wustl.edu 

 

Karin Cserhati, M.D.  I am a Christian Believer. Degree: 1992, M.D. University of 

Zurich, Switzerland. Doctoral Dissertation, Department of Pathology: ”The 

Intramedullary Osteosarcoma of Low Malignancy, 30 years’ duration.” 1992-1995 

substituting in private medical clinics and teaching Anatomy and Physiology in various 

schools for hospital nurses. 1995-1998 together with my husband, an orthopedic surgeon, 

I worked as a general practitioner at “Seboche Mission Hospital,” Lesotho/Southern 

Africa. Since 1999, after returning to Switzerland, housewife and mother of three. 2003-

2004 courses in Christian Counseling at IGNIS-Academy (German Society for Christian 

Psychology). Future goals: Spiritual Welfare, Evangelization. Email: 

karin.cserhati@freesurf.ch  

 

Hildegardes Dineros, M.D.  Plastic surgeon, Philippines.  My colleagues and my patients 

fondly call me “dr. heal”. I’m doing Bariatric, Advance Laparoscopic and Plastic Surgery 

in the Philippines. Taking care of morbidly obese patients has caused me to focus so 

much attention in the problem of Obesity, for which I provide a holistic approach for 

treatment. My realization is that the deep and real cause of obesity is rooted on the 

spiritual realm. I’m working on the concept that CONQUERING OBESITY IS A 

JOURNEY TOWARDS WHOLENESS. Taking care of my patients gives me the 

humility to realize my limitations and be focused on God, the Source of Healing. Contact:  

hildineros@yahoo.com 

 

Barbara A. Elliott, Ph.D.  In recent years, my interest and work have focused at the 

interface of spirituality, health care, and ethics. I developed a course on Spirituality and 

Health Care as part of my role as a professor of Family Medicine. My work as a hospital 

chaplain is integral to that course; students are also on call with me. Public policy 

experience, teaching (physicians), research skills, expertise as an ethicist, personal 

experience with delivering health care to underserved populations, a commitment to my 
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faith and the Episcopal church, and my professional Chaplaincy work are resources that I 

bring to this course. Contact: belliott@d.umn.edu 

 

(Most Rev.) Benjamin Evans, MSC, MSN, DD, RN, APRN-BC. Rev. Evans is Director 

of Clinical Psychiatric Services for Saint James Hospital in Newark, NJ.  He has 30 years 

experience in nursing working in the areas of chronic, catastrophic illness (cancer, 

AIDS), addictions, general nursing and mental health.  He completed a Master of Science 

in  Counseling and a Master of Science in Nursing from the University of Evansville 

(Indiana) and a Doctor of Divinity degree from the American Institute of Holistic 

Theology. He is also a graduate of New York Theological Seminary with a Certificate in 

Christian Ministry.  Dr. Evans has over twenty years experience in teaching in LPN and 

RN nursing programs.   His publications include: “Spirituality in HIV Disease”; 

“Complementary Therapies and HIV Disease”  and “AIDS Grief as Dissonance to the 

Spirit”. He has given numerous presentations on health, mental health and spirituality. 

Rev. Evans is a Board Certified Specialist in Adult Psychiatric and Mental Health 

Nursing and is a Certified Clinical Aromatherapy Practitioner.  He is an ordained priest 

and  bishop in the Old Catholic Communion. Contact: FrBenFSP@aol.com 

 

Bernadette Flanagan, Ph.D.  Dr. Flanagan has lived and worked in Dublin, Ireland since 

1987.  Her first book, The Spirit of the City: Voices from Dublin's Liberties (Dublin: 

Veritas, 1999), was the fruit of her reflection on interviews with the long term residents 

of Dublin's inner city. Since 1999 she has been Head of the Department of Spirituality at 

Milltown Institute, Dublin. In this position she has been to the forefront of several new 

initiatives in spirituality in Ireland, designing an MA in Applied Spirituality, designing an 

MA in Supervisory Practice for those in the ministry of spiritual accompaniment, 

organising and hosting the first European Conference to reflect on the academic study of 

spirituality in Europe (June 2004) and setting in train the movement that established the 

All Ireland Spiritual Guidance Association (www.aisga.org). On the occasion of the 

graduation of the first participants from the MA in Applied Spirituality programme, 

Bernadette gathered the reflections of some staff and students on the new trends that are 

emerging in spirituality. This was published in 2004; B. Flanagan, D. Kelly, eds, 

Lamplighters: Exploring Spirituality in New Contexts (Dublin: Veritas). Contact: 

bflanagan@milltown-institute.ie 

 

Tim Ford.  Tim Ford is a chaplain working with the Palliative Care service at the VCU 

Health Center in Richmond, Virginia. Professionally, he specializes in end-of-life care 

and bereavement. He has taken ‘householder’ vows within the Karma Kagyu tradition of 

Tibetan Buddhism with dispensations from Norlha Rinpoche for chaplaincy and from the 

Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche to teach meditation. As he is quite often the ‘token Buddhist’ 

in the field, he has become quite interested in religious and spiritual diversity in 

healthcare. His educational background includes; a BA in “a-little-bit-of-everything” 

from St. John’s College in Annapolis/Santa Fe, a MA in Religious Studies – Engaged 

Buddhism from Naropa University, and an MS in Patient Counseling from VCU. 

chaplainford@fastmail.fm 
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Safiya A. George.  Safiya completed her basic nursing education at the University of the 

Virgin Islands in 1999. She received her Associate of Science in nursing degree 

in 1997 and her Bachelor of Science in nursing degree in, May 1999 with magna 

cum laude honors. From 1999 to 2000, Safiya George worked at the Juan F. Luis 

Hospital in St. Croix, Virgin Islands on a medical and surgical patient care 

unit. In August 2001 she completed her Master of Science in Nursing with a 

concentration in immunology and oncology at Emory University.  In January 2002, 

Safiya was awarded board certified licensure to practice as an advanced adult 

nurse practitioner. She is a member of Sigma Theta Tau National Nursing Honor 

Society Alpha Epsilon Chapter and the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 

(ANAC). She has received numerous academic and nursing honors and awards.  She 

is currently enrolled in the Ph.D in Nursing program at Emory University and is 

completing her second semester of the third year of study. Contact: sfgeorge@ua.edu  

 

Esther Harbert, M.D.  I am a psychiatrist in private practice in Atlanta. My 43rd birthday 

and 11th wedding anniversary are next month.  We have 2 daughters, ages 7 and 4.  

During med school at Emory, seminary friends got me interested in doing a summer as a 

chaplain at Grady Hospital.  After a few years of private practice, I audited 2 courses at 

the seminary.  Now 14 years in private practice, I want the connections between spiritual 

and emotional growth to be a large part of my work, and hope to accomplish that by 

doing research. Contact: e@harbertnet.com 

 

Lynda M. Jordan, M.S, Ph.D.  Lynda Jordan received her Ph.D. in Biological Chemistry 

from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  She served as a Professor of Chemistry 

for thirteen years at North Carolina A & T State University in Greensboro, NC. Lynda is 

presently matriculating at Harvard University in the Masters of Divinity Program, at the 

Divinity School; and the Masters of Public Health Program, at the School  of Public 

Health.  She is interested in exploring the mechanisms in which faith-based activities 

promote the healing of disease. She is a licensed Evangelist of the United Holy Church of 

American, Inc. Contact: ljordan@hds.harvard.edu 

 

Chaplain (Major) John L. Kallerson.   I currently have 22 years of military service in 

locations around the world. I am currently the Senior Chaplain Clinician, Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center, Washington, D. C. For two years I have been supervising 18 

chaplains in the military’s largest medical center.  My civilian education includes: D. Min 

(c), Clinical Pastoral Care, Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, TX,; M. Div, 

Theology, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, SC; BS, Jacksonville 

State University, AL; Mind Body Institute, Harvard Medical School; John Hopkins 

Institute for Spirituality and Medicine.; Clinical Pastoral Education-Residency, 

Eisenhower Army Medical Center, Medical College of Georgia, Children’s Hospital, and 

Veterans Hospital, Augusta, Georgia ; Clinical Pastoral Education-Internship, Princeton 

Hospital, Birmingham, Alabama; Ecumenical Research Institute, Strasbourg, France; 

Jerusalem Biblical Institute, Jerusalem, Israel; and EMT-Paramedic, Gadsden State 

Junior College, AL. I am married to Connie and have two daughters; Sarah and Laura. 

My interests include clinical pastoral care in Oncology and Critical Care units with 
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research in spiritual direction in medical settings and the coping abilities and patterns of 

patients. Contact: John.Kallerson@us.army.mil 

 

Ronald V. Lacro, M.D.  Professional training:  Pediatrics, Clinical Genetics, and Pediatric 

Cardiology Director, Cardiovascular Genetics Clinic and Associate in Cardiology, 

Children's Hospital Boston, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School.  I 

have an interest in spiritual care in clinical medicine.  As a Schwartz Center Fellow in 

2002, I completed a fellowship in pastoral care for medical professionals in the 

Chaplaincy Department at the Massachusetts General Hospital.  As a current McGovern 

Scholar in Ethics at Children's Hospital, my research project is focused on the impact of 

spirituality and religion on decision-making in Marfan syndrome, a multi-system genetic 

disorder with serious complications affecting the skeletal, ocular, and cardiovascular 

systems. Contact: ron.lacro@cardio.chboston.org or rvlacro@aol.com  

 

Caterina Mako.  Chaplain, specializing in end of life care. Manage a hospital visitation 

program in New York City. Live in Jersey City, New Jersey, which is just across the river 

from New York City.  Have a 10 year old son. I am pursuing research in the area of 

spiritual pain, looking at it through the physical pain paradigm.  I like the great out-doors, 

participating in sports, fine dining and the night life. Enjoy reading poetry and great art 

and literature in general. Contact: cmako@HIPUSA.com 

 

Jim Malone.  Jim holds the Robert Boyle Chair of Medical Physics at Trinity College/St 

James’s Hospital in Dublin.  He has been Dean of the Medical School/Faculty of Health 

Sciences, and has collaborated with the Division of Medicine for the Elderly, and the 

Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences in establishing research programmes; and would like 

to see these include spirituality.  He has a long term fascination with the sense of mystery 

in science and the world, and following partial retirement in 2002, undertook and 

completed a Master’s programme in Applied Spirituality.  He greatly enjoyed this, which 

stimulated his interest in this course.  Contact: jfmalone@haughton-institute.ie 

 

Joan Miller, RN, CRNP, PhD.  Joan received for BSN and MSN degrees from 

Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA. She received her PhD in Human Development 

with an emphasis on Health Promotion from Marywood University in Scranton, PA.  

Joan currently teachers in an undergraduate nursing program at Bloomsburg University.  

Her research interests include the influence of religiosity and spirituality on quality of life 

for patients and family caregivers.  She is also interested in the concept of good work in 

nursing.  Good work is work that is technically proficient and morally responsible.  Joan 

recently completed a sabbatical at Georgetown University where she served as Visiting 

Scholar at Georgetown University Center for Clinical Bioethics.  Email: 

joangluc@starband.net 

 

Beverly Anne Musgrave, Ph.D. Dr. Musgrave is Director of Pastoral Counseling & 

Spiritual Care at Fordham University. She has a private practice in New York City as a 

Psychoanalytic Pastoral Counselor. She is the Founder a Board memeber of Partners In 

Healing, Inc., a training program ministring to the sick & dying for clergy and lay people. 

Dr. Musgrave has travelled to Canada, Ireland, Spain & India to give workshops and 
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seminar presentations. She will be presenting at the World Congress: Restoring Family 

Life & Sustaining World Peace in January 2006, in Chiennai, India. Dr. Musgrave has 

published several articles & book chapters. Her recent publication includes her co-

authored book, Partners In Healing. Bringing Compassion to People with Illness or Loss 

with Paulist Press. Contact: bevmusgrave@bigplanet.com 

 

Jung Park.  I am a doctoral student (Health Education) at Loma Linda University.  I 

studied theology and philosophy.  I worked as a health educator at a hospital in Korea.  I 

became interested in spirituality and health through a personal experience over the last 25 

years.   I was totally exhausted and incapacitated after 12 years’ struggle with an 

incurable disease.  I started endless fasting prayer.  I decided it was either meeting and 

receiving relief from God, or dying.  God answered my prayer and it changed my life.  I 

was relieved from my suffering and sharing the spiritual healing became my goal of life. 

Contact: Jpark05p@sph.llu.edu 

 

Dr. Dana Rosdahl.  Contact: DANA.ROSDAHL@asu.edu 

 

Dorothy Scotten, Ph.D, LICSW. I am a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Boston University 

Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation and an Adjunct Professor at Lesley University 

School of Education. I have had a diverse twenty-four-year professional career in clinical 

social work, administration and teaching   in a variety of cultural settings in Europe, Asia, 

and in rural and urban areas within the U.S. I have presented workshops nationally and 

abroad on  issues involving trauma, Joy, Grief, Spirituality, the Expressive Therapies, 

Stress Management and  Existential Therapy. In addition, I am an artist and have 

exhibited works on spirituality, art and healing in galleries on Martha’s Vineyard and 

around Cambridge, MA. Contact: dscotten@earthlink.net 

 

Cynthia Visscher, MBA.   Cynthia was recognized as an American Hospital Association 

Healthy Communities Fellow.  She has served as Foundation Director and Vice President 

for Community Outreach at Holland Hospital in Holland, Michigan.  Visscher is 

currently providing fund development and health care consulting, and is completing 

graduate work in comparative religion at Western Michigan University. Her focus area is 

ensuring spiritually sensitive care to patients of diverse religious beliefs.  The 

Interreligious Insight Journal recently published her review of the historical foundation 

for spiritually sensitive care of terminally ill Muslim patients. Visscher serves on the 

steering committee for the Lakeshore Interfaith Institute in Ganges, Michigan. Contact: 

cynvis@gmail.com  

 

July 19-23, 2005 Class 

Vivian Albuquerque, M.D.  She is a pediatrician and psychotherapist, doing work in 

altered states of consciousness.  She is a member of NEPER, a group that studies spiritual 

and religious problems in psychiatry dept of Sao Paulo University, Sao Paulo, Brazil. She 

completed her medical school training and pediatric training at the University of Sao 

Paulo. Since then she has been working as a pediatrician at the University of Sao Paulo 

Hospital and others. In 1997, she completed a two-year course on regressive-therapy 

(exposure-based psychotherapy in altered states of consciousness) and in 2001 a three-
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year course on psychodynamic psychotherapy. Since 1997, she has been working as a 

psychotherapist. Now she is undertaking a master’s degree course at Psychiatry 

Department at the University of Sao Paulo.  The regressive therapy works with patients` 

spontaneous imagery during relaxation. In about 30-50% of the therapy sessions, 

religious themes or beliefs (such as reincarnation) arise, and patients connect imagery 

with their problems. She is now starting qualitative research on the subjective effects of 

this therapeutic approach. Contact: vivian_albuquerq@uol.com.br 

 

Alexander Moreira-Almeida, M.D., Ph.D.  Clinical Psychiatrist, Founder and Director of 

the NEPER (Center for the Study of Religious and Spiritual Problems at the Institute of 

Psychiatry, University of São Paulo, Brazil). He is Clinical Director of a Psychiatric 

Hospital (HOJE  Hospital João Evangelista) and his research interests include 

mediumistic trances and the relation of religiosity/spirituality and health. Contact: 

alexma@usp.br  

 

Devon Berry, Ph.D.  I am a professor in a department of nursing at a small liberal arts 

school in the Midwest. I recently completed my PhD in nursing at the University of 

Washington. My dissertation work examined the relationship between depression and 

religiosity as explained by stress and cognitive vulnerability in college age students. An 

additional area of research in which I have ongoing work is investigating global 

determinants of health. In the fall of 05 I will be starting a new position at the University 

of Cincinnati and will be working to develop a program of research in the College of 

Nursing. Contact: berryd@u.washington.edu 

 

John W. Campbell, PhD, MS, MBA, BS, CCC-SLP.   Dr. John W. Campbell has more 

than 25 years of experience in banking, business development, technology transfer, and 

commercial development of advanced technologies.  In Oklahoma City, OK, Dr. 

Campbell facilitates business development opportunities for advanced technologies 

within the State of Oklahoma for i2E, Inc. Dr. Campbell is also currently employed as a 

Medical Speech Pathologist with the Department of Veteran's Affairs Medical Center. He 

serves as Clinical Associate Professor in the University of Oklahoma College of 

Dentistry (Head and Neck Anatomy and Oral Histology); as Adjunct Assistant Professor 

of Cell Biology and Clinical Assistant Professor of Geriatric Medicine in the University 

of Oklahoma College of Medicine. He is Director of Research and web master for the 

Oklahoma Health Center Clinical Pastoral Education Institute, Inc. in Oklahoma City, 

OK.  Dr. Campbell's professional experience includes a decade in the banking industry, 

serving as Credit Administrator, Senior Vice President, and Banking and Trust 

Consultant. He has also earned a Diploma in Banking from the University of Delaware 

Stonier Graduate School of Banking. Contact: John-w-campbell@ouhsc.edu 

 

Leon G Coleman. Second year medical student in the MD/PhD program at UNC-Chapel 

Hill. Contact: leon_coleman@med.unc.edu 

 

Sian Cotton, Ph.D. Sian is a clinical psychologist who completed her fellowship in 

adolescent medicine and pediatric psychology at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 

Center in 2002.  She was on faculty at Case Western Reserve University and recently 
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joined the faculty at the University of Cincinnati/VAMC.  Sian has experience with 

religion/spirituality and health outcomes research with women with breast cancer, 

adolescents, and adults with HIV/AIDS.  She is submitting a K23 career development 

proposal entitled “Spiritual coping in adolescents with lupus.”   Sian uses mixed method 

approaches and has conducted studies on adolescent health promotion, coping with 

chronic illness, and integrative medicine.  She has worked clinically with adults, 

adolescents and children with chronic medical and psychiatric illnesses.  Personally, she 

has a 9-month old daughter and enjoys music, yoga, and gardening.  Contact: 

sian.cotton@uc.edu   

 

Stephanie Dugdale.  I'm a licensed marriage and family therapist living in Wilmington, 

having moved here about a year ago from the Bay Area in California. Spirituality, 

and helping people to access their spiritual core, is always at the basis of my work. In 

California, we weren't trained to move into the spiritual realm with clients-- in fact, we 

were discouraged from it. That's why I chose Satir as my model. She's holistic and 

includes it in her model, which made it OK for me to mention it in the licensing tests. I've 

also been a teacher and journalist, a public relations specialist and technical writer. 

Contact: dondugdale@bellsouth.net  

 

Kevin J. Flannelly, Ph.D.  Associate Director of Research of The HealthCare Chaplaincy 

in New York City, where he has worked since 2001.  Dr. Flannelly has more than 120 

published articles in such diverse areas as human decision-making, psychopharmacology, 

transportation and developmental and physiological psychology.  He has published over 

40 articles on various topics related to religion and health since he began working in the 

field in 1996.  He received a B.A. in experimental psychology from New Jersey City 

University, an M.S. in biopsychology from Rutgers University, and a Ph.D. in 

physiological and comparative psychology from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

Contact: kjflannelly@gmail.com   

 

Kathleen Galek, Ph.D.  An individual, group, and couples therapist for more than ten 

years, Kathleen Galek specializes in eating disorders, couple communication, compulsive 

shopping, and the intersection of Buddhism and psychotherapy.  Kathleen has also 

worked with patients suffering from a variety of medical problems, including Parkinson's, 

HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer's, heart attack, and severe stroke.  At the NYU Medical Center, 

where she spent four years as a clinician and researcher, she studied the impact of couple 

communication on physical health and co-facilitated workshops on improving couple 

intimacy.  In her current position as researcher and writer at the HealthCare Chaplaincy, 

Kathleen focuses on the integration of Buddhism and psychotherapy and the role of 

spirituality in healthcare settings.  Kathleen received her BA from Reed College, her MA 

in Clinical and Research Psychology from New York University, and her doctorate in 

Clinical Psychology from Columbia University. Contact: 

KGalek@HealthCareChaplaincy.org 

 

Angie Grabau.  I am currently a 3
rd

-4
th

 year PhD student at the University of Minnesota.  

My special interest is working with children who have special health care needs and their 

families. I am particularly interested in what daily life is like for siblings of children with 
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special health care needs and if,and how spirituality is a component for family adaptation 

to having a child who requires extra health care provision.  I am a registered nurse and 

certified pediatric nurse practitioner who has 25+ years of experience in working with 

children and families. I have been employed as a university faculty member for 

undergraduate and graduate nursing students. I also am actively involved in providing 

direct, holistic health care to children.  As I continue to work with children and families, I 

have acquired a very strong, growing interest in the spirituality component of children’s 

development; the specific role spirituality plays in the child’s adaptation to life’s 

stressors; and how or what interventions by health care providers can enhance or foster 

spirituality development in children. Contact: grab0058@umn.edu 

 

Sandy Grano.   I'm an intercessor for the director of the FP Res. program at Loma Linda  

Univ.  We've been praying for pts., for all healing needs, in the exam room during  

office visits; with good results.  We are now developing a program to develop  

the residents spiritual diagnosis, as well as teaching them how to work with  

prayer people in the exam room.  Contact: SEGrano@aol.com 

 

Claudia Grauf-Grounds, Ph.D.  Is Chair and Associate Professor of Marriage and Family 

Therapy Seattle Pacific University and Clinical Faculty University of Washington School 

of Medicine.  Claudia has trained and supervised graduate students in family systems 

ideas since 1981.  She holds a BA from Stanford University, a MA from Fuller 

Theological Seminary in Theology, and Ph.D. in Sociology from University of Southern 

California.  She taught at University of San Diego for 10 years and also trained in a 

family practice residency.  At SPU she started a certificate program in Medical Family 

Therapy, placing behavioral scientists into medical settings.  Unique to this program is a 

course “Beliefs, Spirituality & Health.”  She serves on the a steering committee of the 

Society of Teachers of Family Medicine (STFM), presents regularly at the STFM 

Conference on Families and Health and Collaborative Family Healthcare Coalition.  She 

has published in Families, Systems & Health and co-authored a text titled Essential Skills 

in Family Therapy. Contact: claudiagg@spu.edu 

 

Souci Familiaran Grimsley, M. Div.  The Reverend Souci Familiaran Grimsley received 

her Master of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School and is a Doctor of Ministry 

candidate at The New York Theological Seminary.  She is an ordained American Baptist 

Minister. Souci is currently the director of Integrative Wellness department of HIP Health 

Plan of New York, a managed care organization servicing approximately 1.4 million 

individuals in New York, Connecticut and Massachusetts.  Souci’s penchant for the total 

care and wellbeing of both caregivers and care-receivers is actualized in the Integrative 

Wellness department which promotes and works toward the integration of spirituality and 

medicine through various programs and modalities.  Souci comes from a long line of 

religious leaders from both Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions as well as nurses, 

teachers and social workers.  Souci, a native of the Philippines, lives in New York City 

with her husband Kelly and bichon frise dog named Harris.  Souci and Kelly have three 

children and three grandchildren and enjoy the diversity and intensity of New York. 

Contact: sgrimsley@hipusa.com 
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Yukiko Hagihara, M.D., M.P.H.   Yukilo received her MD from Tokyo University 

Faculty of Medicine, and MPH from Harvard School of Public Health. Currently, she is a 

Research  Fellow at Harvard Medical School Osher Institute. Her interests include: 

spirituality in health, particularly in chronic and/or progressive diseases (HIV/AIDS, 

cancer, chronic fatigue, mental illness etc.), spiritual emergency, world religion, family 

and community spirituality intervention and prevention, health care system analysis, 

mental health, integrative medicine, palliative care, psychosomatic medicine, women’s 

health, music therapy with/out guided imagery. Currently, she is analyzing the effects of 

spirituality support group among HIV+ individuals with variety spiritual/religious 

backgrounds at a NPO in Boston.   Contact: yukiko_hagihara@hms.harvard.edu  

Beth Hooten, Ph.D.  Dr. Hooten holds an AB in Religion and Premedicine from 

Davidson College, an MSPH in Health Policy from the UNC School of Public Health and 

an ScD in Public Health Policy and Practice from the Bloomberg School of Public Health 

at the Johns Hopkins University. She has over 20 years of experience in public health 

program and research settings. She has worked for state health departments in FL, LA, 

MD, and NC (including nearly four years as the statistician for the North Carolina Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner) and with academic interests at UNC, UCLA, Johns 

Hopkins University, UAB and Auburn University. From 1999-2004, Dr. Hooten served 

as biostatistics services manager for the UNC Center for Health Promotion and Disease 

Prevention. In 2005, she shifted her career focus to include a greater focus on religion, 

spirituality and health, especially in the context of community-based participatory 

research. In the past two years, she completed postdoctoral training at the UNC 

Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center in population sciences and cancer (2005-2006) 

and at Duke University (2006-2007) in religion and health.  Dr. Hooten's areas of 

expertise are research methods and public health programs. She is interested in health and 

spirituality; cancer survivorship; death, dying, and the end of life; and research/ 

intervention dissemination particularly in community settings.  Contact: 

eghooten@gmail.com  

Will Kinnaird.   I presently serve as Associate Director for the Department of Veterans 

Affairs National Chaplain Center (NCC).  The NCC is the headquarters for chaplaincy 

operations in the Veterans Health Administration of the VA.  My role is chaplain 

recruitment, policy-making, and consultation for VA's Chaplain Programs.  I have served 

in this role for about eight years.  My previous role in this office was as Associate 

Director for Education at our Chaplain Education Center.  The Chaplain Education 

Center offers VA Chaplains basis orientation for VA Chaplaincy and advanced courses 

dealing with specialized clinical ministry areas such as geriatrics, PTSD, etc. 

Prior to my work at the NCC, I served as a staff chaplain at the Dallas, TX, VA Medical 

Center, two Catholic owned and operated medical centers and a Baptist owned and 

operated medical center.  I am not trained as a researcher, but have significant interest in 

how spiritual/religious research relates to the efficacy of interventions provided by VA 

Chaplains to our veteran patients' overall health and care received in our facilities. 

Contact: Will.Kinnaird@med.va.gov  
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James MacIntyre III.   I completed 35 years of pastoral ministry in May 2005. I now 

serve as the Family Program Chaplain for the Vermont National Guard. Raised in 

Chester, Pennsylvania, and have lived in Vermont since 1976. My wife Ruby and I have 

three children and 5 grand children all of whom live in Virginia. During the last 25 years, 

I have served small churches along with being a financial representative for The 

Northwestern Mutual.  I am the oldest of 5 sons who served in the Vietnam Conflict. I 

look forward to this seminar to help me focus on an area of research based on learning's 

from my vocational experiences and voluntary associations.   Rev. MacIntyre’s wife will 

be attending the workshop in his place.  Contact: macintyrej@adelphia.net  

 

Suzy Moravick.  Lives in Lincolndale, New York.  Education: B.A. in Psychology, 

Purdue University (1997); M.A. in Psychology, Marist College (1999).  Currently: PhD 

in Health Psychology at Walden University (7
th

 month). Interested in research on 

adolescent patients with Type I diabetes, working with geriatric patients and working at 

Holly Hill Psychiatric Hospital in Raleigh, North Carolina (2003-2005).  My strong 

Christian faith, where I have witnessed first-hand the miracle of prayer and healing, and I 

have been used to lay hands on people and witness a complete healing, as in the Biblical 

days. Contact: suzym1@hotmail.com 

 

Renee Oscarson, Ph.D.  I’m an Associate Professor of Human Development and Family 

Studies and Coordinator of the Gerontology Minor at South Dakota State University.  I 

was raised on a farm in North Dakota and attended colleges in Minnesota and North 

Dakota.  Following the completion of an M.S., I taught at a tribal college in South Dakota 

which led to an interest in American Indian health issues.  I enjoyed (most of) a doctoral 

program in Child Development and Family Studies at Purdue University, graduated in 

1994, and have been at SDSU for almost eleven years.  Contact: 

renee.oscarson@sdstate.edu 

 

Susan Rumble.   Currently, I am serving on the staff of First Baptist Church of Lilburn, 

Georgia, as Member Care Administrator. I have been on staff here since 1979. My duties 

involve counseling families in crisis, ministering to the terminally ill and their families, 

and making hospital, home and hospice visits. In 1970, I received my Bachelor of Arts 

Degree from Carson Newman College. In 2002, I received my Master of Science Degree 

in Professional Counseling Degree from Georgia State University. I am currently 

working on research at Georgia State University involving how a person’s faith helps 

them cope with chronic pain. Contact: srumble@firstbaptist.net 

 

Jame Schaefer, Ph.D.  In Religious Studies, Jame has been teaching courses on the 

relationship between theology and the natural sciences at Marquette University 

since 1994.  Though her research and publications have focused primarily on religious 

foundations for environmental ethics, her nursing and pre-medical students have 

prompted her increasing interest in the positive effects on patients when their religious 

faith is factored into the healing process.  She lectured on the collaboration of religious 

faith and medical science at medical schools, universities, and hospitals in eastern Africa 

during the summer of 2004 and was invited to return to a new medical school in Tanzania 
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to launch a spirituality-medicine course and to develop a protocol for taking a 

religious/spirituality history on patients.  Contact: schaeferj@marquette.edu  

 

Scott J. Tait.   Scott is a D.Min. distance student at Trinity Theological Seminary.  He 

earned his B.S. degrees from Syracuse University in Forestry and SUNY College of 

Environmental Science and Forestry in Forest Engineering.  Mr. Tait also earned his M.S. 

from Syracuse University in Sanitary Engineering.  Later he went on to receive a M.B.A. 

from Long Island University. International Paper and BF Goodrich have employed Mr. 

Tait in a number of R&D, Technical and Business management positions. Currently Mr. 

Tait serves on the Interfaith Advisory Council of the Department of Spiritual Supports 

Services of the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare. Contact: sjtait@velocity.net  

 

Matthew Tryon.   I am currently a Sr. Research Associate with Amylin Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc. in San Diego, CA, specializing in psychophysiological aspects of diabetes, obesity, 

an other metabolic disorders.  My future plans include pursuing doctoral research in 

Health Psychology/Behavioral Medicine with study emphasis in religiosity, spirituality, 

and psychoneuroimmunolgy.  I hope to implement and measure physiological parameters 

of religious/spiritual interventions and associate them with health outcomes, possibly 

involving electromagnetic theory as well.  Contact: buddha563@ricochet.com  

 

Liw Villagomeza, RN.  Is in her 2
nd

 year in the BS-to-PhD Program at University of 

South Florida, Tampa. She is in the early stages of defining her research program. Her 

interest in religion/spirituality and health is on the concept of spiritual distress in patients. 

She believes that every patient, especially those burdened with the pain and suffering of 

chronic illness, has some degree of spiritual distress, whether it is acknowledged or not. 

Nurses play a vital role in recognizing spiritual distress in hospitalized patients, and as 

such, they hold the keys needed to unlock the oftentimes untapped realm of 

spiritual/religious healing.  She obtained her BSN from St. Luke’s College of Nursing at 

the Trinity College of Quezon City, Philippines in 1980. Her interest in 

religion/spirituality sort of happened by “diffusion”. Her father, father-in-law, brother, 

and a brother-in-law, now all deceased, were theologians. Her husband and two other 

brothers-in-law are theologians and are currently practicing. Contact: 

lvillago@hsc.usf.edu 

 

Barbara Woodbury.   I am currently working as a sanitarian with Sanders County, 

Montana. I am also enrolled in a MPH program through the University of Massachusetts-

Amherst part-time. My husband's name is Merlin. He is a stone cutter and jeweler. My 

son is all grown up and he lives in New Hampshire. We have five cats. Our hobbies 

include watching movies, reading, soaking in hot springs, and hunting agates on the 

Yellowstone River. Contact: galacticbaker@yahoo.com 
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